
Greetings in Jesus’ name, 

 I invite you to an extended time of giving thanks.  You need 
this time to be more than a quick prayer before you overeat and drift to 
sleep watching football or the grandkids.  Every believer is now faced 
with both the need and opportunity to give thanks from a deeper place 
in their soul. 

 Let me share where I find myself today.  In the middle of all 
the hardest things in life I am watching God’s amazing display of love 
and grace.  His love is extended to a world I can barely deal with and 
don’t even pretend to understand.  His continued blessing fills all 
available space.  His greatness is granted to us over and over.  Maybe 
my perspective is changing.  Maybe God is enabling me to see more 
of His love in preparation.  Maybe I am reflecting and realizing more. 
Whatever the reason I am giving God thanks for letting me be a part of 
what He is doing in lives around me. 

I have seen you gather around Mel and John and Bev and the 
boys, joining in their celebration that Dorothy is with her Savior.  You 
loved them.  I watched you give love and care and encouragement to 
Adella in a fearful, hurting time.  You loved her.  I am proud of God’s 
hugs through you to Robert, Gretchen, Brian, and Ali as they struggle 
to find God’s reason and plan.  They hurt and you loved them.  I am 
excited that you do not forget the needs of the oldest in our family.  
You care for and comfort Betty as breath gets harder.  You loved her.  
I have seen you teach and demonstrate your faith with the youngest.  
You loved them.  These are God things and I am deeply thankful for 
your understanding and willingness.  I give thanks for you. 

Let me ask you to watch, listen, and make your list of the 
people God has given you.  Make this next month an extended time of 
thanks to God.  I mean really thankful.  This may mean taking stock of 
your blessings.  It may mean changing the time you spend giving God 
praise.  Wow, what would it look like for you to praise God more time 
than on Sunday morning?  What new opportunities to tell your story 
would open up in life?  Where would you see God actively at work?  
Would you feel your heart melt in response to His great love for you?  
Will you see past the routine, the difficult, the problem to the 
blessing?  Start now to give thanks from your heart. 

  Will you give thanks? 
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Loving, Serving and Proclaiming In Christ’s Name! 

Pastor’s Message 
���������	�
���
���
���������������

������������	�����
�����
��������
����

�� 
�!
������"���
�
�
�

 Philippians 1:12-26 
Philippians 2:1-8 

Philippians 2:12-13 
Philippians 2:14-15 
2 Corinthians 9:6-15 
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The BROADCASTER is a publication of Sandy Hook United Methodist Church, 1610 Taylor 
Road, Columbus, IN 47203-3901  PHONE:  812-372-8495   FAX:  812-373-0242   
E-MAIL:  shumc@hotmail.com   
Editor: Susan Flynn, slkflynn@hotmail.com 
Pastor: Steve Russell   srussell102@hotmail.com 
 
 

The BROADCASTER  is published monthly to keep members and friends informed of programs of 
the church and to report news about Sandy Hook's people.  
Deadline for copy is the 20th of each month.  Deadline for November and December is the 14th.  
Copy received after the deadline will appear in the next month's publication.   
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Attendance 

   Average      Goal  
Worship     250          350 
Sunday School    108             200 

SUMMARY FOR  
END OF SEPTEMBER ‘08 

 

BUILDING DEBT      $534,529 
 

EXPENSES 
YTD Debt Interest      $  23,487 
YTD Debt Principal    $  85,963 
All Other Expenses     $326,883 
TOTAL   $436,333 
 

INCOME 
Stewardship  $280,624 
Building Debt  $  77,809 
Other   $  55,293 
TOTAL   $413,727 
 

BALANCE            $ - 22,606 
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 Sandy Hook Church has recycled 35 tons of 
paper in the last year!  We recycled 13 tons of paper 
in May through August and won $250 for recycling 
the most during that time frame in this area!   

 All money from our recycling project goes to 
pay down the building debt.  Can you match Abitibi?  

Can you give $250 to pay on the building debt?    
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· With our 35 tons of recycled paper we saved 115.5 cubic yards of 
landfill space and 143,500 kw hours of electricity.  That’s enough 
electricity to heat a home for 105 years or run a television for 1435 
hours! 

· De-inked paper fiber is the most efficient source of fiber for the 
manufacturing of new paper products; one ton of de-inked pulp saves over 
7000 gallons of water, 390 gallons of oil, and reduces air emissions by 60 
lbs compared to traditional virgin fiber processes.  That means our 35 
tons of recycled paper saved 245,000 gallons of water, 13,650 gallons 
of oil and reduced air emissions by 2100 lbs! 
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     Beginning the first Sunday in 
January, Sandy Hook Church will 
welcome the new organist/choir 
director to our 8:45 am worship 
service.  Michelle Farnsworth will be 
providing the music and directing the 
choir. 
     Michelle and her family recently 
relocated to Columbus from Wixom, 
Michigan, where she had been the 
organist for two churches.  In May 
she received her Bachelor of Music 
degree in organ and sacred music 
f r o m  M a r y g r o v e  C o l l e g e .  
Additionally, she has a Bachelor of 
Science degree from Western 
Michigan University. 
     Michelle’s obvious passion for 
music and specifically for sacred 
music will quickly become obvious 
and enhance our worship service.  
We look forward to her becoming a 
part of our staff. 
 - Jane Gorbett, 
 Human Resources Chair 
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UNITED  
METHODIST  
WOMEN 
UNIT MEETING  
 

Tuesday, November 18 
7:00 pm 

At the church 
 

     Our Unit meeting for Koinonia 
and Agape/Faith Circles is on 
Tuesday, November 18th at the 
church.   
     Dee Black will be leading our 
Wor ld Thank Of fer ing and 
refreshments will be provided by 
Evelyn Coles, Bev Porter and Shirley 
Wilkerson.   
     All ladies of the church are always 
welcome and our Turning Point Item 
of the Month is: body lotion (regular 
size) and printer ink cartridges (HP 
94, 95, 96, 97).   
     Hope to see you there!  
Questions? Ask Lisa Lutes 376-0605. 

     Each class visited the pumpkin 
patch. The turtles went to Bush’s 
Market, where Mr. Bush showed us 
how a pumpkin grows.  The 
Seahorses/Dolphins went  to 
Whipker’s Market where they took a 
hayride to the pumpkin patch and ran 
through the corn maze.  We had a 
good time at each place. 
 Each class celebrated fall 
with a Fall Party.  Many parents 
brought in some interesting snacks 
for us to eat; everything from ghouls 
and ghosts to hairy spiders.  Thank 
you parents for your kind generosity.  
We played a few games, “Pin the 
Nose on the Pumpkin” and “Bean 
Bag Scarecrow Toss.”  Our most 
exciting game was the “Bat in the 
Cave” relay game.  The children got 
to ride a scooter to the cave, find 
their bat and place it in the cave 
before heading back to the next child 
in line.  This was a very exciting 
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game to watch.  We have been 
singing fall themed songs.  Our fall 
songs include, “I’m a Little 
Scarecrow” and “Autumn Time is 
Coming.” 
 We talked about the letters 
G and H.  For G week, we 
discussed God and the creation 
story.  The older classes made their 
own storybook about this.  I read 
them the story from the Bible from 
Genesis chapter one.  We discussed 
all the things that God had made.  I 
taught them the saying, “God is 
Good, All the Time; All the Time, 
God is Good.”  We say this each 
morning as we begin our circle 
time.  For H week, we talked about 
our Hearts.  We discussed how God 
gave us a heart.  We discussed 
where it was, how it beats when we 
run fast and slow, and how big it 
was.  We ran in place for 15 
seconds at a time and then felt our 
hearts.  The children noticed the 
difference in how fast or slow it 
was beating.  Then we laid down 
and rested to see how the heart 
slows down when we rest.  The 
children wanted to do this over and 
over.  It was a really fun activity.  
Then we talked about foods to eat 
to keep us healthy. 
 Our Bible stories that we 
have had the past month are 

“Singing in Jail,” “A Boy Helps 
Paul,” and “Paul Tells About Jesus.”  
Our Bible verse this month is “A 
friend loves at all times,” from 
Proverbs 17:17. 
 The children have begun 
working on preparing for our 
upcoming Thanksgiving Feast on 
November 18, 2008.  Each class will 
be making projects to decorate the 
tables. 
 We are beginning to talk 
about our “Cash for Caring” project.  
We have been talking about how 
some children or families might not 
get a lot for Christmas because they 
cannot afford things.  The children 
are making cans to take home and 
collect cash for caring.  When their 
cans get full they will bring them 
back to class where we will try to fill 
up a large bucket.  I hope we reach 
our goal.  We are collecting “cash” 
through December 5th.  Once all 
money is collected we will then buy 
gifts for a needy family at Horizon 
House.   
 We have been busy, busy, 
busy and as the holidays approach, 
I’m sure that we will get even busier. 
 “God is Good, All the Time; 
All the Time, God is Good.” 
 

Christy Ayres 
Sandy Hook Church Preschool 

Director/Teacher 

REDBIRD MISSION 
TRIP RECAP 

�

     Eight members of Sandy Hook 
were a mission work team at 
Redbird the first week of October.  
Our work this year was on Cleaven 
Smith’s home on Sand Hill.  Here’s 
a list of some of the things we 
worked on while there. 
 

�� Underpinning of porch 

�� Built new front steps 

�� Repaired loose, broken back 
steps 

�� Removed 2 doors and replaced 
them with 2 new windows 

�� Put up drywall around window 
and doors 

�� New vanities and countertop with 
faucets and associated plumbing 
installed 

�� Removed old and replaced with 
new flu for coal stove - up 
through the roof 

 

     We donated enough Campbell’s 
UPC’s and V8 caps to give them 
1594 points and we gave them 719  
Boxtops.  We appreciate the 
support and prayers of all our 
church members. 
 

   - Deana Tuell and Dean Wiseman 
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11/2  9:30 -  Jay & Ilene Porter 
       11:00 -  Joe & Susan Flynn 
 

11/9  8:45 -  Lillian Dick and 
 Melissa Wagner 
         11:00 - The Guse Family 
 

11/16  8:45 - Pat & Jim Stanfield  
         11:00 - Jim & Susan Stier 
 

11/23 8:45- Bryan & Arlene Dailey 
         11:00 - Jon & Lora Coles 
 

11/30  8:45 - Ron & Marcia Albert 
      11:00 - Kenny & Susie Hodnett 
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11/2   9:30 -   Rick Bush 
       Wendel Hauck 
       Don Sublette 
       Tim Tuell 
       11:00 -  Ted Unrue 
         Carol Raney 
  Fred King 
  Evan Guse 
 

11/9   8:45 -  Ron Albert 
  Bob Drake 

  Paul Kahlenbeck 
  Mike Wilkerson 
         11:00 -  Larry Cox 
  David Foley 
  Kenny Hodnett 
  Doug Sharp 
 

11/16  8:45 -  Mike Carter 
  Mark Fear 
  Bob Plumm  
  Jay Porter 
         11:00 - Dale Guse 
  Jon Coles 
  Jim Stier         
11/23   8:45 -  John Dilts 
  Duane Hilycord 
  Jim Kistler 
  Tom Lutes 
         11:00 -  Randy Eudy 
  Josh Knight 
  Rosie Critzer 
 

11/30   8:45 -  Merle Milhoan 
  Scott Bradley 
  John Gauck 
  Kevin Hotz 
         11:00 -  Joe Meek 
  Larry Cox 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Four Seasons Health Center 
1901 Taylor Road 
Columbus, IN  47203 
     - Doneta Barkhimer 

Thank you to 
those   who 
helped put 

the October 
Broadcaster 

together and have stuffed 
bulletins for Sunday Services 

and volunteered in the office. Bev 
Porter, Cheryl Stroud, Joyce Hekel, 
Martha & David Milhouse, John 
Roane, and Don Sublette 
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Sandy Hook Church, 
     My brother was extremely 
shocked and grateful. The flood took 
them out of their home in June and 
then again two months ago when he 
was hospital ized wi th mold 
poisoning.  We almost lost him that 
time.  This will help them finally get 
back in their home. Thanks to you 
and everyone in the church for 
making this possible!!! 
 

 Sincerely, 
 The Lykins Family 

 David Cross and Family 
 
Sandy Hook United Methodist, 
     This note is to thank the members 
of your Church for the gift card from 
Lowes for our use in helping to 
restore our home. 
     Good people do good things - as 
evidenced by this gift.  It was an 
unexpected gift - which we very 
much appreciate receiving. 
 

 Bill & Norma Perry 

 
Dear Rev. Steve Russell, 
     We wish to say “Thank You” to 
you and your congregation for the 
gracious gift to our son Gary and 
his wife Teresa. Gary is recovering 
from a stroke and they lost their 
home in the flood.   
     God is good and people like you 
give us great encouragement.  My 
wife and I just can’t get over the 
thoughtfulness of all you people.  
God bless all of you and your 
“Gift” is very much appreciated!  
Sorry we can’t see you individually 
and “Thank You.” 
 

 Mr. & Mrs. Tom Woods 
 
Members of Sandy Hook UMC, 
     Words simply cannot express 
our sincerest appreciation for the 
Lowes gift card you so graciously 
have given us.  The house we lived 
in for almost 33 years no longer 
exists and we are currently redoing 
another home.   
     We will definitely use this card 
to purchase necessary items for our 
home.  Because there are always 
unexpected expenses, this will help 
to offset some of those unexpected 
costs. May God richly bless all of 
you. 

 Our sincerest thanks, 
 Gary and Teresa Woods 

      

Sandy Hook family, 
     The John and Bev Coleman 
family so appreciate the prayers and 
support and cards when Bev was in 
the St. Vincent’s Hospital. 
     The Lord, in His plans and 
purpose, then provided meals from 
church members to our home while 
Bev is still wobbly.  A few days later 
our beloved Dorothy passed away 
and these meals were still arriving 
and got us through a very difficult 
week.  Do we not marvel at the Lord 
and His people? 
     Dear ones: we thank you. Thank 
you for your prayers and your known 
and anonymous acts of loving-
kindness to our family.  What would 
we have done without our church 
family?   

God’s blessings  
cascading over all of you! 

John & Bev Coleman 
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Church Council Minutes 
October 14, 2008 

���������	

��
Sun Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri Sat 

      1 
Luke 15-17 

2 
Luke 18-21 

3 
Luke 22-24 

4 
John 1-4 

5 
John 5-8 

6 
John 9-13 

7 
John 14-16 

8 
John 17-19 

9 
John 20-21 
Acts 1-2 

10 
Acts 3-5 

11 
Acts 6-8 

12 
Acts 9-11 

13 
Acts 12-15 

14 
Acts 16-18 

15 
Acts 19-21 

16 
Acts 22-24 

17 
Acts 25-28 

18 
Romans 1-3 

19 
Romans 4-6 

20 
Romans 7-9 

21 
Romans 10-13 

22 
Romans 14-16 

23 
1 Corinthians 

1-3 
 

24 
1 Corinthians 

4-6 

25 
1 Corinthians 

7-10 

26 
1 Corinthians 

11-13 

27 
1 Corinthians 

14-16 

28 
2 Corinthians  

1-3 

29 
2 Corinthians 

4-7 

30 
2 Corinthians 

8-10 
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Present:  Cheryl Stroud, Nancy Low, 
Steve Russell, Gordon Meek, Jane 
Gorbett, Elgie Campbell, Nancy 
Waller, Ted Unrue, Ron Dehnke, Jim 
Rupp, Matt Meek, Susan Flynn, 
Trena Carter, Karla Eudy 
 

Nancy opened the meeting with 
prayer.  Council minutes from last 
month were approved. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:   
 Treasurer’s Report for 
September was submitted to council.  
A few notes from Matt:  September 
was an even month; Country Fair 
disbursements to Love Chapel and 
Eastside Community Center have 
been made.  Flood Relief monies 
have been disbursed but will not 
show up on accounts until October.  
Steve will begin scheduling a couple 
of people each Sunday to share their 
stories about individuals we have 
helped.  Matt also reported that our 
budget for the year stands at -$22,606 
compared to a projected balance of 
$9,327. 
 

Human Resources:   
 Jane Gorbett stated that a 
new organist/choir director has been 
hired.  Michelle Farnsworth, who is 
new to Columbus, will begin at the 
first of the year.  She has a degree in 
organ and sacred music.  Her 
husband works for Cummins.  She 
has also agreed to work with the 
choir.  Jane said she is very talented 
and we are looking forward to her 

becoming an addition to Sandy 
Hook.  Jane also said that plans are 
being made for John’s retirement 
celebration between services on 
Sunday, Decemeber 28th.  More 
details will follow when we are 
closer to time. 
 

Love Chapel:   
 Elgie reminded council that 
there is still a tremendous need for 
flood victims in our community.  
Canned meats, fruits, peanut butter, 
jelly are some of the items that are 
always needed. 
 

Equipping Ministry:    
 Jim Rupp reported that the 
Exodus Sunday School class has 
added 16 new members.  He is very 
excited about that. 
 

New Business: 
 Matt presented the first 
revision of the 2009 budget.  Matt 
pointed out the loss of income for 
‘09 due to the decrease in projected 
giving.  That decrease is 13% or 
$67,000.  Matt went through the 
budget items line by line with 
council and gave his suggestions for 
budget cuts.  He told council that 
we must correct this negative 
balance or we will be hard pressed 
to keep our doors open in a couple 
of years.  He suggested we reduce 
our debt payment to $8,900 from 
the current $10,850 a month as well 
as reduce our apportionment giving 
50%.  After much discussion Matt 

will begin doing this in November.  
Cheryl Stroud asked if it was possible 
to ask the Little Lambs/Preschool for 
some additional help as their stipend 
has not been increased for ten years. 
Council discussed this possibility. A 
motion was made to increase their 
g i v i n g  t o  t h e  c h u r c h  b y 
approximately 30% to total income 
of $14,000 per year.  The motion was 
seconded and approved unanimously 
by council.  Matt stressed the 
importance of us being able to 
continue to function as the Church. 
Steve injected that focusing so much 
on budget cuts is only a temporary 
solution and that we need to pay 
attention to inviting and keeping new 
members if we are to continue to 
grow and do ministry at this level.   
 Matt also reported to council 
the dire condition of the projector in 
the sanctuary, referring to it being on 
its last leg.  The replacement cost for 
a new one is $5 – 7,000.  Council 
agreed with the importance of this 
piece of equipment and agreed to 
replace.  Matt suggested and council 
agreed to add the expense to the ‘08 
budget. 
 Pastor Steve gave council the 
Ministry Development Team’s 
nominations for the 2009 personnel 
and asked council if they approve the 
nominations.  Council approved the 
nominations. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Karla Eudy 

Church Council Secretary 
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