
Greetings in Jesus’ name, 
 Recently I have become aware once again of how easy it is for me to lose 
focus. Life pushes in. Things get really busy. I do the urgent, not necessarily 
important things. After a while, sometimes a disturbingly short while, I look up and 
the vision is blurry. It isn’t gone, I still know exactly what I am called to be and do, 
the vision is just out of focus. I know this happens to others. It happens to us as 
believers in Jesus Christ, both individually and corporately. 
 So allow me once again to twist the knobs and put on the right prescription 
glasses and look again what we are called to be and do at Sandy Hook.  We are 
biblically commanded, it is our mandate from Jesus share the good news and bring 
others to saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.  It is about others.  It is about the ones 
who haven’t heard, or haven’t heard in a way they can understand yet.  It is about 
relationships in the toughest places.  It is about people’s eternal souls.  The 
command is not going away. 
 Contrary to popular perception, Christians need not move to a Third 
World Country in order to make a significant contribution to the kingdom of God 
and help fulfill the Great Commission.  Perhaps the most significant mission field 
in the world is right under our nose.  There are 235 million non-Christians in 
America—the fourth largest non-Christian nation in the world.  And if we want to 
reach these individuals with the love of Jesus, we’re going to have to send faith to 
work. 
 Remember the earliest formation of the church. Ordinary men and women 
shared the Gospel with colleagues, customers, and clients and the church grew from 
a few hundred to over one-half million.  That’s a 1000% growth rate.  What does it 
take to bring people to Jesus today?  An unwavering belief that lost people 
matter to God and all believers are responsible for the work that brings God 
and people together.  Who knows what extraordinary things God might do if the 
men and women of Sandy Hook get serious about their spiritual calling and 
personal mission field Monday through Friday. 
 First, understand that evangelism is not an event, it’s a process.  God’s 
intention is to use ordinary believers to erode the barriers in the hearts of men and 
women who are already a part of their lives.  The process takes place over time 
through numerous meaningful conversations, caring relationships, and thought-
provoking presentation of the truth.  For Christians who love to “close the deal”, 
these preliminaries can seem like a colossal waste of time.  Not so!  The Bible uses 
agrarian metaphors for evangelism.  Hard work-clearing the land, cultivating the 
soil, seeding, watering, and fertilizing—always precedes the joy of the harvest.  
With consistent, faithful preparation the harvest always comes. 
 Second, look for how and where God is already at work and join Him 
there.  Most of us are not cut out to be high pressure salespeople.  Peter reminds us 
that it is our job to answer, not force the question.  “Always be prepared to give an 
answer to everyone who asks. . . 1 Peter 3:15.  It is incredibly freeing to see that 
God isn’t asking us to “corner ‘em and convert ‘em”.  He wants us to be alert for 
how he has already broken ground in a person’s heart and join Him there.  We are 
to look for spiritual openness.  It is looking for needs, experiences, and 
opportunities.  It is about timing.  It is about loving and caring until they are ready 
to believe and receive. 
 Third, being an effective witness has as much to do with what you do as 
what you say.  Know what you believe and live it.  Simple efforts to serve others in 
the course of everyday life will have a much more profound and positive impact 
than canned talking points.  Compassion and presence is key.  We as believers must 
love others and we have to be there.  Sometimes it is as simple as standing quietly 
in the right place.  Small acts of kindness are a way for everyone to cultivate the 
soil and join God in the process of evangelism.   
 Being a person of spiritual influence is every believer’s calling.  Take it 
seriously.  Do not allow stuff to pull you away from the vision.  Focus, focus, focus 
until you can see clearly.  May the Holy Spirit empower you. 
 
    In Christ’s service, 
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Loving, Serving and Proclaiming In Christ’s Name! 

Pastor’s Message 
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  Philippians 3:12-21 
John 13:31-35 

Philippians 3:1-11 
Acts 2:1-13 
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National Day of Prayer Bible Reading �
May 4 - 7 is the National Day of Prayer Bible Reading Prayer-a-thon in 
Columbus.  Sandy Hook Church is responsible for providing readers on 
Monday, May 4 from 3 to 6 pm at which time we will be reading Genesis 48 
through Leviticus 6.  Volunteers sig up to read 12 minute blocks of Scripture 
on the steps of City Hall downtown. We need 15 volunteers to help fill the 
slots.  As a volunteer, you are asked to arrive 20 minutes prior to your start 
time to read.  You 
can use your own 
Bible and use 
whatever version you 
are most comfortable 
with reading.  If you 
are interested in 
participating in the 
B i lbe  Reading, 
please sign up on the 
bulletin board in the 
hallway.  For more 
information, contact 
Teresa Russell at 
342- 0261 or email aseret2001@aol.com    

The BROADCASTER is a publication of Sandy Hook United Methodist Church, 1610 Taylor 
Road, Columbus, IN 47203-3901  PHONE:  812-372-8495   FAX:  812-373-0242   
E-MAIL:  shumc@hotmail.com   
Editor: Susan Flynn, slkflynn@hotmail.com 
Pastor: Steve Russell   srussell102@hotmail.com 
 
 

The BROADCASTER  is published monthly to keep members and friends informed of programs of 
the church and to report news about Sandy Hook's people.  
Deadline for copy is the 20th of each month.  Deadline for November and December is the 14th.  
Copy received after the deadline will appear in the next month's publication.   

Volume 37, Issue 5 
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Attendance 

   Average      Goal  
Worship     255          350 
Sunday School    122             200 

SUMMARY FOR  
END OF FEBRUARY 2009 

 

BUILDING DEBT      $503,873 
 

EXPENSES 
YTD Debt Interest      $    4,631 
YTD Debt Principal    $  19,000 
All Other Expenses     $  58,698 
TOTAL   $  82,329 
 

INCOME 
Stewardship  $  56,322 
Building Debt  $  14,717 
Other   $    9,998 
TOTAL   $  81,037 
 

BALANCE            $ -   1,292 
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Mondays 
June 1-August 10 

6:00 - 8:00 pm 
 

Join us for this Beth Moore Bible 
study in an in-depth and very 
personal examination of this great 
story of threat and deliverance.  If 
you’ve ever felt inadequate, 
threatened, or pushed into situations 
that seemed overpowering, this is the 
study for you.  Just as it was tough 
being a woman in Esther’s day, it’s 
tough today.   
 

Beth Moore peels back the layers of 
history and shows how very 
contemporary and applicable the 
story of Esther is to our lives.  This 
portion of God’s Word contains 
treasures to aid us in our hurried, 
harried, and pressured lives.   
 

This is a 10 week, interactive study 
that features personal, daily 
assignments and weekly group 
sessions with video. 
 

Register by signing up on the bulletin 
board by May   Cost of the book is 
$18.  Babysitting will be provided. 

Picnic in the Park 
MAY 17 

After 2nd service 
 
 

Come and have a picnic on the tables 
by the church playground following 
second service.  Bring your own 
picnic lunch (or hit a fast food drive 
through) and enjoy fellowship with 
friends new & old! 
 

Picnics in the park are on the third 
Sunday of the month from May 
through September.  Put these on 
your calendar now!   
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Promotion & Graduation 
Sunday, June 7th �

This means we will be recognizing 
all members who are graduating from 
High School or College and also 
those children who will be entering 
Kindergarten in the fall.  If you know 
of someone who is graduating or who 
will be in Kindergarten, please 
contact Shelley McAlister at 
sstea@sbcglobal.net as soon as 
possible.  Please don’t assume we 
know, we don’t want to miss anyone!   

Thursday, May 7 is the 
National Day of Prayer 

There will be a Community Wide observance outside 
on the steps of City Hall starting at noon. 
 

Thursday, May 7 at 7:00 pm 
Community Wide  
Concert of Prayer  

held at Sandy Hook Church  

Walk for Life, 
Saturday May 9 �

If you are looking for an 
opportunity in which your whole 
family can be involved in making 
an eternal difference in our 
community, then be a part of the 
Pregnancy Care Center of 
Bartholomew County’s Walk for 
Life on Saturday, May 9th.  The 
Pregnancy Care Center is a ministry 
dedicated to helping women and 
men facing unplanned pregnancies 
by offering life-affirming options. 
You are invited to take a stand with 
the body of Christ in Bartholomew 
County by taking part in the Walk 
for Life.  Registration at St. Peter’s 
Lutheran School (719 5th Street) 
starts at 8:30 a.m. with the Walk 
following at 9:00 a.m.  To register 
ahead, pick up a registration/pledge 
form from the Welcome Center 
today!  For more information on 
how you can participate an make a 
difference in the lives of women, 
men and their unborn children, call 
PCC at 378-4114 or see Teresa 
Russell.  
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     The end of preschool is 
approaching very fast.  We have been 
very busy finishing our alphabet and 
completing all our projects. 
     The classes hosted a “Mommy & 
Me Pajama Party.”  The children 
along with their Mommies came to 
preschool in their pajamas for a night 
of crafts, songs, and brownies.  Each 
chi ld and Mommy made a 
memorabilia pillow case and drew 
pictures of what they like to do with 
each other. 
     As the weather starts to warm up, 
our fun learning experiences 
continue.  We have field trips and a 
“Me and My Special Guy Night” 
coming up in May.  We will also be 
working hard on preparing for our 

Vacation Bible School 
June 22 nd - 26th 6:00 - 8:30 pm �

 

Vacation Bible School is June 22nd 
through the 26th.  There are posters 
up for places you can volunteer to 
help and for donation items. If you 
have any questions, call Carla Meek 
350-1380.  To register you child(ren), 
pick up a form from the station in the 
l o b b y ,  o r  g o  o n l i n e  a t 
www.sandyhook.org 

�����

Youth Mission Trip  
Submerge, the senior high school 
youth group, is headed to New York 
City for an inner city mission 
experience.  A group of 19 students 
and 5 adults will be sharing the love 
of Christ through street evangelism 
and in places like soup kitchens, 
homeless shelters, and food pantries.  
The trip is June 14-21.   
 

We need your prayer support as we 
prepare for this trip and we look 
forward to sharing our experiences 
with you.  To find out how you can 
further support this youth mission 
experience, please call Chad Russell 
at 342- 0261. 

Sandy Hook Methodist,   

     Friends, my wife Anne and I 
would love to extend a giant thank 
you and expression of our gratitude 
for your organization's commitment 
to the community. We just finished 
the Dave Ramsey financial freedom 
class led by Kenneth Hodnett. What a 
blessing that has been in our lives!  
     Kenneth did an awesome job of 
leading the class with the right spirit 
and you could feel the sincerity of his 
leadership. AND......probably more 
importantly.......the concepts we 
learned in the class have allowed my 
wife and I to become givers to our 
own church when we thought that 
was impossible.         
     We are so impressed by all the 
outreach things that we see going on 
at your church. It is clearly visible, 
even from the street. 
     Thank you again so very much. 
God be with you in all you do. 
 

Grant & Anne Noblitt  

graduation. 
     Preschool Graduation will be 
held on May 21st at 6:00 pm in the 
church.  Each class will perform 
songs and be acknowledged.  The 
Seahorses/Dolphins will actually be 
wearing a graduation cap and gown, 
and singing about going to 
Kindergarten.  There will be a short 
reception following the Graduation 
Ceremony. 
     Fall Enrollment is going great 
for next year.  We have a few 
openings left in some of the classes.  
For more information on how to get 
your child enrolled for next year, 
call the preschool at 371-6117. 
     We appreciate each and every 
one for your continued support of 
the preschool program. 
 

Christy Ayres  
SHCPS Director/Teacher 

 

“God is Good, All the Time; 
All the Time; God is Good” 

Will You Be a Host Family for an Exchange Student 
 

     If you are looking for a great 
family “project,” consider hosting an 
exchange s tudent !   Aspect 
Foundation is looking for potential 
host families for Columbus and 
surrounding areas for the 2009-2010 
school year.  Students are fully 
insured and have their own spending 
money, but need a place to call home 
while they experience American 
life.  Students have individual 
profiles so that host families can 
choose a student based on interests 
and hobbies, gender, and other 
criteria. 
     Kacey Moran is the International 
Coordinator for the area and will be 
very involved in your exchange 
student experience. At least monthly 
visits and calls will be made with the 

f a m i l i e s ,  s c h o o l s ,  a n d 
students. Monthly activities will 
also be provided for the exchange 
students to have a chance to spend 
time together and be exposed to 
different aspects of life in the 
States.  You do not have to have 
children of a certain age, children at 
all, or a two-parent household to 
host a student.  
     If this is something that you and 
your family may be interested in or 
you would like more information, 
please contact Kacey at: 
kacey.aspectexchange@yahoo.com 
          Y o u  c a n  a l s o  v i s i t 
www.aspectfoundation.org for 
more information regarding the 
students and the program in 
general.  Hope to hear from you 
soon!  God Bless! 

Men’s Softball Games 
May 1 - Diamond 2 - 7 pm 

May 8 - Diamond 1 - 6 pm 

May 22 - Diamond 4 - 6 pm 

May 29 - Diamond 5 - 8 pm 

June 5 - Diamond 1 - 8 pm 

June 26 - Diamond 2 - 8 pm 

July 10 - Diamond 3 - 6 pm 

July 24 - Diamond 4 - 8 pm 

August 7 - Diamond 5 - 8 pm 

August 14 - Diamond 6 - 8 pm 

August 21 - Diamond 2 - 8 pm 

August 28 - Diamond 3 - 8 pm 
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5/3  8:45 -   Harden Family 
       11:00 - Knight Family 
 

5/10  8:45 -  Tim & Deana Tuell 
         11:00 - Stier Family 
 

5/17  8:45 -  Connie & Bob Miller 
         11:00 - Susan & Joe Flynn 
 

5/24 8:45 -  Maxine & Jerry Littrell 
         11:00 - Guse Family 
 

5/31 8:45 -  Joe & Carla Meek 
         11:00 - Evelyn Coles & 
 Ginny Kendall 
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5/3   9:30 -   Rick Bush 
       Wendel Hauck 
       Don Sublette 
       Tim Tuell 
       11:00 -  Ted Unrue 
         Carol Raney 
  Fred King 
  Evan Guse 
 

5/10   8:45 -  Ron Albert 
  Bob Miller 
  Paul Kahlenbeck 

  Mike Wilkerson 
         11:00 -  Larry Cox 
  David Foley 
  Kenny Hodnett 
  Doug Sharp 
 

5/17  8:45 -  Mike Carter 
  Mark Fear 
  Bob Plumm  
  Jay Porter 
         11:00 - Dale Guse 
  Jon Coles 
  Jim Stier         
5/24   8:45 -  John Dilts 
  Duane Hilycord 
  Jim Kistler 
  Tom Lutes 
         11:00 -  Randy Eudy 
  Josh Knight 
  Rosie Critzer 
 

5/31   8:45 -  Merle Milhoan 
  Scott Bradley 
  John Gauck 
  Kevin Hotz 
         11:00 -  Joe Meek 
  Larry Cox 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Silver Oaks 
2011 Chappa Street 
Columbus, IN  47201 
     - Loretta Baker 

 

 

 

Thank you to 
those   who helped put the 

April Broadcaster together and 
have stuffed bulletins for Sunday 

Services. Bev Porter, Cheryl Stroud, 
Joyce Hekel, and Vera Bean. 
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Ella Meek 
Lori Anderson 
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     Thank you to everyone who 
bought and stuffed the 7600 plastic 
eggs for the Easter Egg Hunt on 
April 11th!!   

     Thank you to Kenny Hodnett 
and Sean McAlister for cooking 60 
pounds of bacon and cooking 
pancakes that fed over 200 people 
(we think — too many to count).  

     Thank you to everyone in the 
kitchen for making batter, serving, 
and keeping the line moving.   

     Thank you to Christy Meek for 
keeping the crafts going.   

     Thank you to those that jumped 
in to set up more tables, passed out 
necklaces, did the art work on the 
windows, and those that “hid” all 
those eggs!  All the pictures seen on 
Sunday morning were great!   

     Thanks to everyone that came 
out and were blessed by the 
beautiful weather and the real 
reason for Easter.   

   — Carla Meek  

     I would like to take this 
opportunity to publicly thank the 
following volunteers who represented 
Sandy Hook Church in service to 
Housing Partnerships, Inc. as a 
Wednesday Crew Volunteer.  
Together they have contributed over 
339 hours of volunteer labor.  This 
wouldn’t be a successful organization 
without the efforts of the following 
volunteers: John Dilts & Ted Unrue. 
     Thanks to all of you for your 
continued support of our programs.  
To find out more about volunteer 
opportunities available through HPI, 
you may call the office at 376-9458 
or speak with these volunteers. 
 

 Sincerely, Charity Hall 
 Housing Partnerships, Inc. 

Sandy Hook Bowling Team 
Steve Kistler, Max Stroud, Tom Lutes, 

Mike Carter, Charley Placke 
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UNITED  
METHODIST  
WOMEN 
 

Tuesday, May 19 
Dinner Out - TBA 

 

Turning Point Item of the Month:  
Spiral Notebooks 

Questions:  Lisa Lutes 376-0605 

���������
Sun Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri Sat 

    
 

 1 
2 Chronicles  

24-27 

2 
2 Chronicles  

28-30 

3 
2 Chronicles  

31-33 

4 
2 Chronicles  

34-36 

5 
Ezra 1-4 

6 
Ezra 5-7 

7 
Ezra 8-10 

8 
Nehemiah 1-3 

9 
Nehemiah 4-7 

10 
Nehemiah 8-10 

11 
Nehemiah 11-13 

12 
Esther 1-3 

13 
Esther 4-7 

14 
Esther 8-10 

15 
Job 1-3 

16 
Job 4-7 

17 
Job 8-10 

18 
Job 11-13 

19 
Job 14-16 

20 
Job 17-20 

21 
Job 21-23 

22 
Job 24-26 

23 
Job 27-29 

24 
Job 30-33 

25 
Job 34-36 

26 
Job 37-39 

27 
Job 40-42 

28 
Psalm 1-4 

29 
Psalm 5-7 

30 
Psalm 8-10 

31 
Psalm 11-13 
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Church Council Minutes 
April 14, 2009 

Present:  Nancy Low, Steve Russell, 
Cheryl Stroud, Bill Reid, Helen 
Ahlemeyer, Trena Carter, Ron 
Dehnke, Margaret King, Susan 
Flynn, Matt Meek, Jim Rupp, Karla 
Eudy 
 

Council was opened with prayer by 
Nancy Low. Last month’s minutes 
were approved as written. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:   
Matt submitted a written report to 
council.  Matt stated that he was still 
feeling good about our current 
standing in the budget at a current 
negative $1,900 for the year.  He 
reminded council that many major 
expenses were paid at the beginning 
of the budget year which is partly to 
blame for this negative balance.  He 
also pointed out that we had an 
excellent stewardship month in 
March.  The March report did not 
show the expenses and income of 
LLCCM and SHCPS at this time.  
This is a work in progress and should 
be shown on next month’s report.  
More details can be found in his 
written report. 
 

United Methodist Women:   
Helen reminded council of the Unit 
meeting in April that will be held at 
Sandy Hook. The topic of the 
meeting will be technology.  UMW is 
also collecting towels for Turning 
Point in April. 
 

Equipping Church:    
Jim Rupp stated that the recent Job 

Skills Workshop included 8-10 
people and was a success.  An Oil 
Change will be taking place on May 
2nd and another possibly in October.  
He will be asking the congregation 
for donations for supplies. 
 

Celebration Team:   
Margaret King asked council to 
approve the attendance of four 
members to the upcoming Willow 
Creek Workshop that is taking 
place in June.  This event provides 
worship training in several areas 
that can then be shared with the 
congregation.  The estimated cost 
was $2,200 which is over the 
$1,000 that is budgeted for such 
events or training.  After much 
discussion among council, Trena 
Carter motioned that two people be 
sent in order to stay within the 
budget.  Motion was seconded by 
Ron Dehnke and approved 
unanimously by council. 
 

Old Business: 
1.  Steve asked for prayers for the 
first joint LLCCM and SHCPS 
board meeting coming up the first 
of May.  Many revisions will need 
to be done. 
 

2.  Steve is continuing his work on 
the upcoming message series for the 
summer services.  Some people 
have given him some of their ideas 
for these messages.   
 

New Business: 
1. Steve asked for feedback about 

the previous Easter services and 
events. One concern that was 
mentioned was the lack of 
participation in the purchasing of 
spring flowers by individuals for 
Easter services. The format for 
getting Easter flowers this year had 
changed due to local florists no 
longer carrying the varieties of 
flowers and no longer delivering 
them to churches.  The florists stated 
they cannot be competitive in price to 
the large department stores. 
2. Steve asked council for input on 
“friendship time” and reading the 
announcements to the congregation 
during service. Celebration Team 
feels that these activities often disrupt 
the flow of worship. Several opinions 
were expressed. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Karla Eudy 

Church Council Secretary 
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