
Greetings in Jesus’ name,  

    I am sitting here again just after, or maybe just at the end of my 
morning prayer time.  It seems to be my most productive time.  I suspect 
it is at this time that I am less cluttered. I know you know what I mean. 
Life is pushy.  There are literally hundreds of details each week. Every 
one of them is worthily screaming for attention. And in the middle of the 
routine, all the usual stuff, God loves, God speaks, God challenges, God 
directs. It is always good. This is the short time to bask in the glow of 
God’s power and glory. This is the time to remember and recount 
blessings and celebrations.  This is the time to prepare spiritually for the 
leading of the Holy Spirit that always comes. 

     God is lovingly at work with us, His people. I hope we can capture 
the spiritual power of this time. It is time to go with the flow of the Holy 
Spirit. It is the opportunity to join God in the work already in progress. I 
wish I could tell you more about where it will take us. I wish I could 
reassure you. I can’t. The truth is I’m not sure. I am claiming God’s 
promise of love to us and I believe we are to be obedient and follow. 
But, it is exciting and scary. I know it isn’t always easy. I know it 
stretches and pulls at us. I know it tests our faith as we struggle out of 
our comfortable places to meet God in the places He calls us to explore. 
Maybe that’s the point. The challenges are large, but God is working 
them out for us.  Always loving us. Always moving us. Always 
preparing our spiritual eyes.  Molding and maturing us together until we 
become the body of Christ.   

     Because of all these things, I encourage you to be careful with your 
personal spiritual life. Be faithful to your prayer and meditation times.  
Guard your soul. Spend extra time in God’s Word. Listen closely for the 
prompting of the Holy Spirit. Give extra attention to your relationships.  
Open yourself to spiritual accountability. Be a friend that loves. 
Remember your blessings.  

   Allow God to love you, 
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Loving, Serving and Proclaiming In Christ’s Name! 

Pastor’s Message 
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  1 John 2:1-6 
John 8:12 
John 6:5-6 

Luke 22:24-27 
Matthew 4:1-11 
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The BROADCASTER is a publication of Sandy Hook United Methodist Church, 1610 Taylor 
Road, Columbus, IN 47203-3901  PHONE:  812-372-8495   FAX:  812-373-0242   
E-MAIL:  shumc@hotmail.com   
Editor: Susan Flynn, slkflynn@hotmail.com 
Pastor: Steve Russell   srussell102@hotmail.com 
 
 

The BROADCASTER  is published monthly to keep members and friends informed of programs of 
the church and to report news about Sandy Hook's people.  
Deadline for copy is the 20th of each month.  Deadline for November and December is the 14th.  
Copy received after the deadline will appear in the next month's publication.   
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Attendance 

   Average      Goal  
Worship     254          350 
Sunday School    118             200 

SUMMARY FOR  
END OF JANUARY 2009  

 

BUILDING DEBT      $509,429 
 

EXPENSES 
YTD Debt Interest      $    2,328 
YTD Debt Principal    $    5,530 
All Other Expenses     $  28,259 
TOTAL   $  36,117 
 

INCOME 
Stewardship  $  26,847 
Building Debt  $    6,330 
Other   $    2,827 

NEED PROJECTS 
For Spring Service Sunday �

“The Church has left the building.” On Sunday, April 26th, from 1 pm to 6 
pm , we will be the church in service in our community.  We are currently 
taking projects that will take 3 or 4 hours to complete.  Inside jobs or outside 
jobs. Nothing is too big or too small. Submit service project ideas to the 
church office mailbox or email to shumc@hotmail.com. In the meantime, 
mark your calendar to spend the afternoon of April 26th serving together and 
then fellowship together at dinner at the church at 6 pm.  

FREE TAX PREPARATION  
IRS certified volunteers will answer your questions, prepare your tax forms 
and E-file your completed return.  This is a FREE service from AARP and the 
IRS for ALL middle and low income taxpayers with special attention to those 
age 60 and older.  The service is offered here at Sandy Hook Church every 
Monday through April 13th, 6 to 9 pm.  To reserve a time slot please call 314-
2943.  Please do not call the church.  

MEN AND CHILDREN  
OF SANDY HOOK CHURCH �

Men of the church - bring your children or 
grandchildren (or invite a child who’s father 
cannot attend) and join us as we go to the Pepsi 
Coliseum to see the Indiana Ice Hockey Game!  
No ladies on this trip!  Just men and the kids!  
The game is on Saturday, March 28th at 7:30 
pm and the cost is just $11 per person. Sign up 
on the bulletin board in the hallway today!  
Questions?  See Dale Guse 579-9061.    

IS GOD 
CALLING YOU? �

Have you been looking for a place to 
use your gifts?   
     All the youth groups, but especially 
the Junior High B.I.G. Youth Group 
needs your help!   
     All the Sunday School classes need 
your help too!  They need people to do 
whatever they can.   
     Once a month, twice a month, 
whatever you can do to help.   
�� For Junior High B.I.G. please 

contact Josh Knight at 372-9922 or 
joshua.g.knight@gmail.com.    

�� For Senior High Submerge please 
contact Chad Russell at 342-0261 
or CTRussell316@sbcglobal.net.   

�� For United Methodist Children 
please contact Dale or Linda Guse 
at 579-9061 or daleuse@iquest.net.    

�� For helping with Sunday School 
(any age) please contact Shelley 
McAlister  at 378-3216 or 
sstea@sbcglobal.net.     
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INNER CITY  
MISSION TRIP 

Submerge, the senior high school 
youth group, is headed to New York 
City for an inner city mission 
experience.  A group of 19 students 
and 5 adults will be sharing the love of 
Christ through street evangelism and in 
places like soup kitchens, homeless 
shelters, and food pantries.  The trip is 
June 14-21.   
 

We need your prayer support as we 
prepare for this trip and we look 
forward to sharing our experiences 
with you.  To find out how you can 
further support this youth mission 
experience, please call Chad Russell at 
342- 0261. 
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EASTER EGG HUNT/
PANCAKE BREAKFAST �

The Annual Easter Egg Hunt and Pancake Breakfast this year is 
on Saturday, April 11th at 10:00 am.  If you are willing to put a 
tote full of eggs back together and count them into bags of 100. I 
need your help!  This can be done in the comfort of your own 
home!!  Be on the look out for a poster for other ways to help out 
the morning of the 11th.  Contact Carla Meek 350-1380 or see me at church.  
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
IS JUNE 22ND - 26TH, 6:00 - 8:30 PM �

Vacation Bible School is June 22nd through the 26th.  Begin praying about 
where God is nudging you to help.  Could you lead crafts, snack time, games, 
Bible Story time or music??  Could you work one night out of four??  Could 
you lead a group of eager young people around to the different stations to 
learn more about our AWESOME GOD!?  Be thinking about it and be on the 
lookout for posters to come.  If you are feeling led already – call me!!  Carla 
Meek 350-1380.   

Have you been looking for a place 
to serve?  Our church daycare, Little 
Lambs Child Care Ministry, needs 
church members willing to serve for 
a few hours or more each week.  
Paid or volunteer. If you are 
interested in serving the Lord 
through our daycare, contact Pastor 
Steve at srussell102@hotmail.com 
or 372-8495. 
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3/1  8:45 -  Ted & Pat Unrue 
       11:00 -  Karla & Randy Eudy 
 

3/8  8:45 -  Patty Nichalson  
  & Judy Ellegood 
         11:00 - Josh & Julie Knight 
 

3/15  8:45 -  Bob, Connie & Catie 
  Miller 
         11:00 -  Sean & Shelley 
  McAlister 
 

3/22 8:45 -  Cheryl & Max Stroud 
         11:00 -  Jon & Lora Coles 
 

3/29 8:45 -  Herb & Bev Behrman 
         11:00 -  Dale & Linda Guse 
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3/1   9:30 -   Rick Bush 
       Wendel Hauck 
       Don Sublette 
       Tim Tuell 
       11:00 -  Ted Unrue 
         Carol Raney 
  Fred King 
  Evan Guse 
 
 
 
 

3/8   8:45 -  Ron Albert 
  Bob Miller 
  Paul Kahlenbeck 
  Mike Wilkerson 
         11:00 -  Larry Cox 
  David Foley 
  Kenny Hodnett 
  Doug Sharp 
 

3/15  8:45 -  Mike Carter 
  Mark Fear 
  Bob Plumm  
  Jay Porter 
         11:00 - Dale Guse 
  Jon Coles 
  Jim Stier         
3/22   8:45 -  John Dilts 
  Duane Hilycord 
  Jim Kistler 
  Tom Lutes 
         11:00 -  Randy Eudy 
  Josh Knight 
  Rosie Critzer 
3/29   8:45 -  Merle Milhoan 
  Scott Bradley 
  John Gauck 
  Kevin Hotz 
         11:00 -  Joe Meek 
  Larry Cox 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Four Seasons Health Center 
1901 Taylor Road 
Columbus, IN  47203 
     - Lynn Lowery 
     - Ralph Lynn 
 
Silver Oaks 
2011 Chapa Street 
Columbus, IN  47203 
     - Mel Coleman 

Thank you to 
those   who 
helped put 

the February   
Broadcaster 

together and have stuffed 
bulletins for Sunday Services. 

Bev Porter, Cheryl Stroud, Joyce 
Hekel, and Vera Bean. 

UNITED  
METHODIST  
WOMEN 
 

Tuesday, March 17 
Agape/Faith Circle 

1:00 pm at the church 
 

Koinonia Circle 6:30 pm  
at Dianne Bradley’s  
2584 Chestnut Street 

 

     Turning Point Item of the Month:  
Cleaning Supplies Questions:  Lisa 
Lutes 376-0605 
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Chris Davis 
Jim Newton 

 
Thank You! 
     With deep gratitude I thank the 
person or persons who wish to 
remain anonymous for the pretty 
shawl sent to me while I was coping 
w i th  my husband ’s  knee 
replacement and an unexpected 
health issue.  This expression of 
Christian love and support was 
indeed comforting.   

Thank you and God Bless you. 
  Donna Newton 

To Our Wonderful Church Family, 
GOD IS GOOD ALL THE TIME -  
ALL THE TIME GOD IS GOOD 

     We felt His presence thru your 
prayers, cards, phone calls, visits and 
support during Ram’s illness and 
death. 
     We thank each and every one of 
you.  A special thanks to Shirley 
Wilkerson and all that helped in any 
way with the delicious meal. 
     Your kindness has made it much 
easier during this difficult time. 

     God’s blessings to each of you. 
 Evelyn Coles and sons, 

 Jim, Jerry, Jon and families 

     Thank you to everyone that 
supported the Valentine’s Day 
Dinner and the Baby Back Blues 
Fundraiser. The dinner raised $1000 
and the Baby Back Blues raised 
$180.  Baby Back Blues said that 
was the biggest fundraiser they 
have ever had!  We are blessed to 
be a part of a church who cares so 
much about the next generation and 
is willing to love and support them 
in their walk with Christ. 

— Chad & Teresa Russell 
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Sun Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri Sat 

1 
Joshua 6-8 

2 
Joshua 9-11 

3 
Joshua 12-14 

4 
Joshua 15-18 

5 
Joshua 19-21 

6 
Joshua 22-24 

7 
Judges 1-3 

8 
Judges 4-7 

9 
Judges 8-10 

10 
Judges 11-13 

11 
Judges 14-17 

12 
Judges 18-20 

13 
Judges 21 
Ruth 1-2 

14 
Ruth 3-4 

1 Samuel 1 

15 
1 Samuel 2-5 

16 
1 Samuel 6-8 

17 
1 Samuel 9-11 

18 
1 Samuel 12-14 

19 
1 Samuel 15-18 

20 
1 Samuel 19-21 

21 
1 Samuel 22-24 

22 
1 Samuel 25-27 

23 
1 Samuel 28-31 

24 
2 Samuel 1-3 

25 
2 Samuel 4-6 

26 
2 Samuel 7-9 

27 
2 Samuel 10-13 

28 
2 Samuel 14-16 

29 
2 Samuel 17-19 

30 
2 Samuel 20-22 

31 
2 Samuel 23-24 

1 Kings 1-2 
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Present:  Lynda Graham, Helen 
Ahlemeyer, Susan Flynn, Trena 
Carter, Bill Reid, Ted Unrue, Matt 
Meek, Mark Fear, Pastor Steve 
Russell, Nancy Low, Cheryl Stroud, 
Tom Lutes 
 

Council was opened with prayer by 
Pastor Steve and last month’s 
minutes were approved by council. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:   Matt 
submitted a written report to council.  
In the “note” section of the report he 
emphasized to council that the HR 
Expense was less than plan due to 
Conference not billing in January 
while they work on new software.  
We will be double-billed in February.  
Also the minimum payment on the 
building debt fund kept expenses 
lower.  Next month we will raise the 
monthly payment on the debt to 
$9,500 instead of the minimum.  
 

Trustees:  Ted reported that the 
insurance bid that was accepted for 
2009 was about $10,000. $12,000 
had been budgeted.  The accepted bid 
came from Brotherhood Mutual, the 
same company we used last year. 
 

Human Resources:  A team meeting 
will be held next week, Bill had 
nothing to report to council at this 
time. 
 

United Methodist Women:  The 
next meeting will be at Helen’s 
house.  They will be working on 
Welcome Baskets for Turning Point.  
They are in need of toiletries for the 
baskets. Next month’s item for 

donations will be cleaning supplies. 
 

Youth Ministries :  Pastor Steve 
reported that Chad was presently in 
New York City wrapping up his 
training for the upcoming mission 
trip.  Pastor Steve also said that 
youth attendance is up significantly.  
Josh Knight is still in need of some 
help with the middle school group.  
If anyone is interested in helping or 
filling in for Josh please let him 
know. 
 

New Business: 
�� Country Fair will now be 

referred to as the Chicken 
Noodle Dinner.  Monies 
generated from this event have 
been given in the past to 
various agencies and missions.  
After some  discussion Bill 
Reid motioned that Bev and 
John Coleman choose an area 
where they would like 50% of 
the monies to go to in honor of 
B e v ’ s  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d 
inspiration at Sandy Hook.  
Helen Ahlemeyer seconded the 
motion, and council approved 
with a unanimous vote. 

�� Helen asked council if anyone 
had heard any discussion about 
not having “coffee time 
fellowship”.  Members said 
they had heard very few 
comments.  If anyone would 
like to volunteer to prepare 
coffee every Sunday morning 
they should let someone on the 
council know of their interest. 

�� The Valentine Dinner currently 
had 42 adults and 6 children with 
reservations.  A few other 
churches in town had also been 
invited. 

�� Pastor Steve told council that his 
Sunday messages after Easter 
would be the “5 Practices of 
Fruitful Congregations”.  A 
precursor to our vision as to 
where we go as a congregation. 

�� A March 15th Cluster Meeting 
will be held at the First United 
Methodist Church of Seymour.  
Lynda Graham will attend as lay 
member for Sandy Hook. 

�� After much discussion about 
concerns of the pre-school and 
daycare, Pastor Steve asked 
council to rescind our earlier 
motion to increase their fees for 
2009.  Bill Reid motioned that 
council rescind the stipend 
increase and return the stipend to 
last year’s level. Ted Unrue 
seconded the motion and council 
voted unanimously in favor of 
the motion. A second motion was 
made to have council give Pastor 
Steve their support for his full 
responsibility, oversight and 
supervision of the pre-school and 
daycare. Motion was seconded 
b y  H e l e n  a n d  c a r r i e d 
unanimously.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Karla Eudy 

Church Council Secretary 
 

Church Council Minutes 
February 10, 2009 
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