
Greetings in Jesus’ name, 
 

 Wow!!  It is January 2010.  We have soaked up all the blessings of 
Christmas and many of us are fairly glowing from the renewed spirit placed 
in us.  We have enjoyed and celebrated.  We have remembered and been 
touched.  We have had our hope renewed.  We have experienced great joy, 
followed closely by a deep peace.  We have felt God’s unlimited love for us 
through His Son Jesus.  It has been good.  We are blessed beyond words. 
 So, what now?  What is God’s plan for us in 2010?  I have prayed 
consistently and am excited with what God is revealing to me personally 
and to us as a congregation.  I would like to invite you to pray and work 
with me in several different areas. 
 

 1.  Who are your 2 in 10?  If you haven’t heard, you will.  I am 
asking each believer at Sandy Hook to prayerfully choose 2 non-religious or 
nominally religious people to invest their lives in this year.  2 in 10.  Who is 
God asking you to love enough to take them with you to heaven. You may 
be the deciding factor. 
 

 2.  New purpose statement.  In January, Church Council will 
review and approve a new direction.  Pray about what this will mean to us 
as the body of Christ.  To build a community which introduces people to a 
relationship with Jesus and transforms them into His devoted followers.  
 

 3.  Hospitality and welcoming must become more a part of who 
we are as believers.  Pray about what you will do differently.  Will you 
invite guests out for dinner?  Will you make the effort to include?  Will you 
be open in your relationships?  How uncomfortable are you willing to be? 
 

 4.  Special worship events.  What is God asking of us in worship?  
How are we to respond to His love in meaningful ways?  Are there special 
events, music, big screen moments, or message series that we should 
undertake that will help us worship well and invite others to experience 
worship with us?   
 

 5.  Growing spiritually.  A defined discipleship plan must be 
implemented so that new believers and current members have a path to 
grow deeper.  Where is God leading you?  Are you asked to lead a bible 
study, get a Disciple Bible study going again, lead the Alpha program?  Are 
you supposed to make time to participate with other believers to grow your 
spirit? 
 

 6.  Small groups.  Where will we be connected?  Who will step out 
of their comfort zone to lead new small groups?  Who will organize and 
connect people to small groups?  Who will become a part for the first time? 
 

 7.  Eliminate building debt.  The single biggest drain on our 
finances and block to expanded ministries is the debt we owe for the 
building.  We must devise a plan to eliminate this debt in the first six 
months of 2010.  The finance team will work.  Pray now and get ready to 
act as God directs. 
 

 I get so excited.  I can hardly wait to see where this year’s blessings 
surprise me.  God is always so good.  Get ready to be blessed. 
 

In Christ’s service, 
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Loving, Serving and Proclaiming In Christ’s Name! 

Pastor’s Message 
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Mark 6:6b-13 
Ephesians 6:10-18 

James 2:14-18 
Jeremiah 6:16 
Acts 9:17-22 

Acts 15:36-41 
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The BROADCASTER is a publication of Sandy Hook United Methodist Church, 1610 Taylor 
Road, Columbus, IN 47203-3901  PHONE:  812-372-8495   FAX:  812-373-0242   
E-MAIL:  shumc@hotmail.com   
Editor: Susan Flynn, church@sandyhook.org 
Pastor: Steve Russell   pastor@sandyhook.org 
 
 

The BROADCASTER  is published monthly to keep members and friends informed of programs of 
the church and to report news about Sandy Hook's people.  
Deadline for copy is the 20th of each month.  Deadline for November and December is the 14th.  
Copy received after the deadline will appear in the next month's publication.   

Volume 38, Issue 1 
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Attendance 

   Average      Goal  
Worship     252          350 
Sunday School    110             200 

SUMMARY FOR  
END OF NOVEMBER 2009 

 

BUILDING DEBT      $408,739 
 

EXPENSES 
YTD Debt Interest      $  21,552 
YTD Debt Principal    $109,268 
All Other Expenses     $710,944 
TOTAL   $841,764 
 

INCOME 
Stewardship  $370,178 
Building Debt  $  93,828 
Other   $432,035 
TOTAL   $896,041 
 

BALANCE            $    54,277 
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Leadership Institute 
Training Review 

 

Mark your calendars for January 8, 15 and 22 from 6:30-8:30 pm!  We will be 
reviewing the DVD’s from the general sessions at the 2009 Leadership 
Institute that was held at The Church of the Resurrection in Kansas City, 
Kansas last October.  The Church of the Resurrection is a United Methodist 
church that has grown from four people in 1990 to over 16,000 and continues 
to be one of the fastest growing mainline churches in the country.  The general 
sessions we will be reviewing are taught by the Senior Pastor, Adam 
Hamilton.   
 

Topics include:  
 

· What Do Church Leaders Do? 
· Strategic Priorities  
· Discipleship: Where Are You Taking People? 
· Assessing Worship 
· Technology, Preaching and Worship 
· ReThink Church: What is Your Church Known For? 
· Effective Follow-Up Strategies 
· The Power of Vision     
 

Childcare will be provided.  No need to sign up.  Everyone is invited to attend 
and learn how to reach a new generation for Christ!  Questions?  Contact Jim 
Rupp at 579-5049. 

Snow Tubing at 
Perfect North 

Slopes on 
January 29th  

 

Plunge down a mountain going 50 miles 
an hour - it’s a blast!  Sign up to come 
snow tubing with us at the Perfect North 
Slopes near Cincinnati (1½ hour drive).  
Cost is $20 per person for two hours of 

tubing fun and anyone seven years old and up can participate!  Meet us at the 
church on Friday, January 29th to carpool there.   We will leave the church at 
6:30 pm.  Questions?  Ask Dale Guse 579-9061 or daleuse@iquest.net      
�

Financial Peace University 
 

Financial Peace University is held on Monday nights, beginning January 4th, 
from 6:30 to 8:30 pm.  This is a 13 week class.  The class costs $95 per 
couple/single and is payable in weekly installments.  Scholarships are 
available.  Talk to Kenny.  There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board to 
attend Financial Peace.  Babysitting is available. Get out of debt and live debt 
free for the rest of your life!  See Kenny Hodnett with questions.  342-6584  
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Coffee for the Troops 
Through January �

??? Where’s my mailbox ??? 
Every year the first of January we re-label all the church mailboxes 
to get them back into alphabetical order.  So your mailbox may have 
moved.  Remember that Last Names that begin with the letter A are 
on the right side of the water fountain and when we run out of room, 
the remaining letters are on the left side of the water fountain.  The 
Church Office mailbox and Pastor Steve’s mailbox do not move.  
They are on the far left side of the mailboxes directly across from the 
church office.  ~ See the church office with questions. 

Dive-In! 
Confirmation 

Weekend 
February 26-28  

 

     Keep those Christmas cards that 
you receive this year. St. Jude’s 
Children’s Hospital would love to 
have them for the children to use in 
making cards for next year.   
     The little patients recycle, making 
sets of “new” Christmas cards that 
they can sell each year for extra 
research and materials.   
     There will be a collection box in 
the church entry during the month of 
January; please consider donating 
your cards and feeling great that they 
will be used again for such a good 
cause.                       ~ Maxine Littrell  

Adella Barkes and Helen Hassfurder 
will be turning 95 in January 2010! 

 

     Because of the weather in 
January, they will not be able to get 
out to have a celebration at the 
church.  So we thought it would be 
nice if people in the church would 
call, send cards or visit them.  Helen 
loves chocolate and Adella loves 
balloons!  
 ~Patty Nichalson  372-3371 

 
Helen Hassfurder - birthday Jan. 3 

4740 S. 300 E.  
Columbus, IN 47201 

812-372-3540 
(or contact Dee Black 372-2074 

or Mary Dawn Wilson 372-2018) 
 

Adella Barkes - birthday Jan. 19 
1727 Pennsylvania Street 

Columbus, IN 47201 
812-376-8702 

Young people who will be at least 12 
years old by the end of the 2010 
school year are invited to “Dive In”, 
a new format for confirmation class 
at Sandy Hook.  “Dive In” is a 
confirmation weekend that will begin 
after school on Friday and conclude 
with a Celebration of Belief during 
worship on Sunday morning.  

     This will be an intensive class 
intended to build relationships: 
between the young person and Jesus, 
the young people and the mentors 
involved, and among the young 
people themselves. “Dive In” is being 

held on February 26-28, 2010.   

     There will also be opportunity 
for teenagers and adults to serve as 
a mentor during “Dive In”. Mentors 
will be expected to participate in 
pre-weekend planning and prayer 
time and attend the weekend 
session.   

     If you are interested in “Dive In” 
as a participant or mentor, please 
sign up on the bulletin board in the 
hall. If you have questions please 
c o n t a c t  N a n c y  L o w  a t 
nancyllow@yahoo.com or 342-
0390.   

Thanks to all who have contributed 
coffee, cards and cookies to the 
troops at Camp Atterbury as they 
transition to and from the war zones.  
They are much appreciated.  I have 
not counted the coffee cans but I 
know that Bev and I delivered 
approximately 60 dozen packages of 
cookies as of Monday, December 
14th and there were two more drop-
offs made previous to that.  Some of 
these items were donated by First 

Christian Church, who have been 
working with us.  Our own United 
Methodist Children’s Youth Group 
and leaders made 64 packages of 
cookies last Sunday, December 
13th.  There are more ready to be 
delivered.  Please keep up the good 
work at least through January.  
 

  God Bless You!  
 ~ Jim Porter 

Atterbury Bakalar  
Air Museum volunteer�

682 Boxes of Brownies were delivered to Love Chapel for the Christmas 
Baskets to needy families!  This went beyond our goal of 500 boxes!   

Thank you Sandy Hook Church!   ~ Ted Unrue 

  Thanks to many in our Sandy Hook 
family for all the hugs, cards, phone 
calls and prayers that were expressed 
on behalf of my brother, Elgin (Bud) 
during his recent illness and after his 
death on December 10th. 

~Ron & Eileen Dehnke 
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T h a n k 
you to 

those who helped put the 
December Broadcaster to-

gether, stuffed bulletins for Sun-
day Services, and helped out in the 
office during my vacation.  Bev Por-
ter, Cheryl Stroud, Joyce Hekel, Vera 
Bean, Maxine Littrell and Jane Gor-
bett. 

�������� �

 

1/3 8:45 -   Ginny Kendall & 
Evelyn Coles  

      11:00 -  Jon & Kacey Moran 
 

1/10 8:45 -  Pat Nichalson &  
   Joyce Hekel 
      11:00 -   Dale & Linda Guse 
 

1/17  8:45 -  The Harden Family 
         11:00 - The Gibson Family 
 

1/24 8:45 -   Tracey & Mark Fear 
      11:00 - Susie & Kenny Hodnett 
 

1/31 8:45 -  Arlene & Bryan Dailey 
      11:00 -  Jon & Lora Coles 
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1/3  8:45 -   Rick Bush 
       Wendel Hauck 
       Tim Tuell 
  Ted Unrue              
1/10   8:45 -  Ron Albert 
  Bob Miller 
  Paul Kahlenbeck 
  Mike Wilkerson           
1/17  8:45 -  Mike Carter 
  Mark Fear 
  Bob Plumm  
  Jay Porter                  
1/24   8:45 -  John Dilts 
  Duane Hilycord 
  Jim Kistler 
  Tom Lutes 
 

1/31   8:45 -  Merle Milhoan 
  Scott Bradley 
  John Gauck 
  Kevin Hotz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Silver Oaks 
2011 Chappa Street 
Columbus, IN  47201 
812-373-0787 
     - Loretta Baker 
     - Mary Eloise Jordan - room 201 
 

Parkside Court Assisted Living 
3660 Central Avenue 
Columbus, IN  47203 
812-373-5523 
     - Ralph Lynn - room 143 
 

At Home 
     - Rose Ann Banister 
 717 Lundy Lane 
 Columbus, IN 47203 
 812-372-3328 
 

     - Adella Barkes 
 1727 Pennsylvania Street 
 Columbus, IN 47201 
 812-376-8702 
 

     - Mark Casey 
 3835 Lakeside Drive 
 Columbus, IN 47203 
 812-379-2443 
 

     - Helen Hassfurder 
 4740 S. 300 E. 
 Columbus, IN 47201 
 812-372-3540 
 

     - Elizabeth Morris 
 1323 Central Avenue 
 Columbus, IN 47201 
 812-372-1491 
 

     - Rev. Bert Reed 
 2504 Lafayette Avenue 
 Columbus, IN 47201 
 812-372-6745 
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    I wish to thank Vera Bean, Herb & 
Bev Behrman, Rosie Critzer, Paul & 
Jan Davis and Pastor Steve & Cheryl 
for providing cookies to give to those 
who came to pick up Holiday 
Assistance on Saturday, December 
5th at Love Chapel. 

God Bless You, 
Patty Unrue 

     We thank you for all of your 
support during the time of Ted’s 
Dad’s illness and passing.  It might 
have been a prayer, attendance 
during the visitation and/or the 
funeral, a card, a phone call or an 
offering to a memorial.  All 
expressions of sympathy were truly 
appreciated. 

Your friends in Christ, 
~ Ted & Patty 

Sandy Hook United Methodist, 
     Thank you for your continuing 
faithful support.  We called and 
requested Christmas cookies for the 
clients getting their Christmas meal 
through the Christmas food pantry.  
Through the help of Patty Unrue - 
and many others - you graciously 
provided the cookies. 
     They were greatly appreciated 
and enjoyed.  It made the event a 
little more festive.  The clients/
shoppers were more relaxed and 
made any wait times less of a 
burden. 
     Thank you.  In spite of all the 
holiday time demands, thank you 
for treating the citizens of our 
community with such grace. 
 

Merry Christmas! 
Love Chapel 
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Present:  Ann Reid, Bill Reid, Cheryl 
Stroud, Trena Carter, Mike Carter, Mark 
Fear, Tracey Fear, Jim Rupp, Mindy 
Smith, Ron Dehnke, Sean McAlister, 
Helen Ahlemeyer, Susan Flynn, Nancy 
Low, Steve Russell, Chad Russell, Jason 
Hyer, Lynda Graham, Karla Eudy 
 

Council was opened with prayer by 
Nancy.  Ron Dehnke asked that the 
following correction be made to last 
month’s minutes.  The Vision Committee 
established to look into membership 
trends is made up of 11 members instead 
of the 12 that was originally reported. 
 

Daycare/Preschool:  Mindy submitted a 
written report to council.  She reported 
that due to their profits for 2009, Little 
Lambs would be donating a gift of 
$10,000 to the church.  She also pointed 
out that due to some recent events 
concerning safety and security of the 
building, Little Lambs will be locking the 
automatic door at 5:30 unless there is an 
event on the calendar for that evening.  
She also requested that if someone comes 
in the building for an evening meeting 
that they let the Little Lambs staff know 
they are here.  The Christmas program 
will be held during the 11:00 service on 
December 20th.  A pitch-in luncheon will 
follow the service. 
 

Human Resources:  Bill Reid stated that 
HR agreed to give Christmas bonuses of 
$100 to full time employees and $50 to 
part-time employees this year. 
 

Trustees:  Mike Carter reported that 
only one bid had been submitted for the 
roof repairs needed over 3 classrooms.  
The bid submitted was $6765.  Council 
asked the trustees to get at least one more 
bid before approving money for the 
project.  Jason said he would see that 
Dunlap Construction would give a bid.  

Church Council Minutes - December 8, 2009 
The trustees are also replacing or 
repairing lighting in the sanctuary.  
Mike also reported that he and Tim 
Tuell would be serving as Co-Chairs of 
the Trustees for 2010. 
 

United Methodist Women:  Helen 
reminded council of the upcoming 
Cookie Exchange on Tuesday.  If 
anyone is interested they should bring 
two dozen cookies for the exchange.  
Turning Point Item of the Month is: 
money for rent and other needs. 
 

Youth Ministry:   Chad stated that the 
youth group is finishing up the year.  
Planning for the summer trip to West 
Virginia is in the works. 
 

Celebration Team:  Tracey reported 
that the Hanging of the Greens 
celebration went well and the planning 
of the upcoming Christmas Eve 
Services is on target. 
 

Outreach:  Items are still being 
gathered for the two families adopted 
for the Christmas season by the church.  
Jim Rupp stated the Leadership 
Institute tapes will be shown on 3 
nights in January from 6:30-8:30 pm, 
with discussion as part of the session.  
Information will appear in the 
Broadcaster. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:   A written report 
was submitted to council by Ann.  Ann 
pointed out to council that we were 
blessed with a surplus of $55,634 more 
than budgeted this year.  She also 
reminded council that the deficit in 
next year’s budget is an income 
problem and not a spending problem.  
Budget monies for the different 
departments have not been increased to 
cause the deficit, the decrease in this 
year’s pledges are the cause of that 
deficit.   
 

New Business: 
�� Ann proposed the $10,000 gift from 

Little Lambs be applied toward the 
building debt.  Trena seconded the 
motion and council unanimously 
approved. 

�� The revised budget proposal was 
presented to council.  Motions were 
made and council approved the 2010 
budget as presented. 

�� Nancy Low reported to council that 
this year’s confirmation class will be 
held during the last weekend in 
February. 

�� Pastor Steve asked council to 
approve the replacing the beige 
walls of the church with some color 
and graphics.  Jim Rupp seconded 
the motion.  Council approved the 
motion unanimously.  Council 
would like to see and approve the 
new colors and design before 
implementing. 

�� Pastor Steve reminded council of the 
upcoming Capital Finance campaign 
for the new year.  Steve would like a 
more aggressive approach this year.  
He would like to encourage the 
congregation to pay off the 
outstanding debt in the first 6 
months of 2010.  He suggested that 
members donating a large amount 
could be recognized by a plaque in 
honor or memory of someone or 
something in that order when 
making a gift.  He is going to ask the 
Finance Team for some assistance in 
the matter.   The Finance Team will 
schedule a meeting in early January 
to begin the process.  

 

Council was closed with prayer by Pastor 
Steve. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Karla Eudy 
Church Council Secretary  
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open your umbrella until it starts 
raining.  Don’t worry about tomorrow.  
Live one day at a time. 
Pray about everything. 
     Instead of worrying, use your time 
for praying.  If you prayed as much as 
you worried, you’d have a whole lot 
less to worry about.  Is God interested 
in car payments?  Yes.  He’s interested 
in every detail of your life.  That means 
you can take any problem you face to 
God. 
Thank God in all things. 
     Whenever you pray, you should 
always pray with thanksgiving.  The 
healthiest human emotion is not love 
but gratitude.  It actually increases your 
immunities.  It makes you more 
resistant to stress and less susceptible 
to illness.  People who are grateful are 
happy.  But people who are ungrateful 
are miserable because nothing makes 
them happy.  They’re never satisfied.  
It’s never good enough.  So if you 
cultivate the attitude of gratitude, of 
being thankful in everything, it reduces 
stress in your life. 

Church Leadership Directory - 2010 
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Think about the right things. 
     If you want to reduce the level of 
stress in your life, you must change the 
way you think because the way you think 
determines how you feel.  And the way 
you feel determines how you act, which 
is why the Bible teaches that, if you want 
to change your life, you need to change 
what you are thinking about. 
     This involves a deliberate conscious 
choice where you change the channels.  
You choose to think about the right 
things.  Because the root cause of stress 
is the way we choose to think, we need to 
focus on the positive and on God’s word. 
     What is the result of not worrying, 
praying about everything, giving thanks, 
and focusing on the right things?  Paul 
says we will then “experience God’s 
peace, which exceeds anything we can 
understand.  His peace will guard your 
hearts and minds as you live in Christ 
Jesus.” (Philippians 4:7 NLT) 
     What a guarantee!  He is guaranteeing 
peace of mind.  Have you noticed that is 
what everybody seems to be looking for? 

     When the Apostle Paul says, “Always 
be full of joy in the Lord,” he doesn’t say 
only be joyful in good times.  Even when 
times are tough, the Bible teaches we can 
be joyful if we follow this simple 
strategy -  
Don’t worry about anything. 
     Worry doesn’t change anything.  It’s 
stewing without doing.  There are no 
such things as born-worriers.  Worry is a 
learned response.  You learned it from 
your parents.  Your learned it from your 
peers.  You learned it from experience.  
That’s good news.  The fact that worry is 
learned means it can also be unlearned. 
     How do you unlearn it?  Jesus says 
(Matthew 6:34), “Therefore do not worry 
about tomorrow for tomorrow will worry 
about itself.  Each day has enough 
troubles of its own.”  He’s saying don’t 
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Be Thankful  
Even In Tough Times    

By Rick Warren 

“Always be full of joy in the Lord. I 
say it again, rejoice!”  

Philippians 4:4 (NLT) 
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Sandy Hook Church Budget 2010

37.3%

26.0%

14.2%

9.4%

3.7%

3.2%

1.9%

1.6%

1.5%

0.7%

0.3%

0.1%

Daycare 37.3%

Human Resources  26%

Building Debt  14.2%

Trustees  9.4%

Apportionments  3.7%

Discipleship  3.2%

Administration  1.9%

Service  1.6%

Preschool  1.5%

Outreach  0.7%

Worship  0.3%

Fellowship  0.1%

Sandy Hook Church Budget 2010 

Built on a Rock 
 

     “Therefore, everyone who hears 
these words of Mine and acts on them 
will be like a sensible man who built 
his house on the rock.” Matthew 7:24 
 

     The Christian life is hard work.  
Christianity involves systematically 
striving to implement the truths of 
God’s Word into your life.  Spiritual 
depth and maturity do not come 
without consistent effort. 
 

     Jesus had just concluded the 
Sermon on the Mount, which sets 
forth some of the most profound 
truths ever spoken.  The Son of God 
had clearly explained the kind of life 
that is pleasing to the Father.  Yet 
Jesus knew, even as He was 
concluding His sermon that some of 
His listeners would leave and never 
apply a word they had heard. 
 

     Jesus said that a man who takes 
the words of God and builds them 
into his life is like a wise man who 
builds his house on a rock.  Rocks are 
hard to build on.  It takes great effort 
to attach a foundation to a rock.  A 
house built on sand provides instant 
comfort; building on a rock is 
laborious and tedious.  Yet building 
on sand leaves the builder in a 
vulnerable position, while the one 
building on the rock is secure. 
 

     How can you tell what kind of 
foundation a life has been built on?  
Watch to see what happens when a 
storm comes.  A life built upon the 
Word of God will withstand the very 
storm that sweeps away the life that 
did not heed God’s Word. 
 

     There are no shortcuts to spiritual 
maturity.  Maturity only comes 
through hard work and obedience to 
what God says.  The next time you 
hear Jesus speaking, immediately 
begin to firmly build His truth into 
your life, so that no storm can 
unsettle you. 
 

*from Experiencing God Day by Day online 

United Methodist Children 
Spring 2010 Calendar 

Sunday Evenings 5 - 6 pm 
 

January 10th - 5-7pm Pizza Party 
January 24th & 31st 
 

February 7th, 21st & 28th 
 

March 7th & 28th 
 

April 11th, 18th & 25th 
 

May 2nd, 9th & 16th  
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Sundays at Sandy Hook 
 
 

  8:45 am    Traditional Worship 
 

10:00 am    Bible Study & Sunday School 
 

11:00 am    Praise & Worship 
 
 
  5 - 6 pm    United Methodist Children 
 

  5 - 7 pm    B.I.G. Youth Fellowship 
 

  5 - 7 pm    Submerge Youth Fellowship 

CONTACT THE CHURCH 
Phone:  (812) 372-8495 

Fax:  (812) 373-0242 
www.sandyhook.org 

church@sandyhook.org  

���������	�
���
���
���������������
�����������������
�������������� !"�#$#%�� �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

����������	
��������
����

Pastor: 
Administrative Assistant/Office Manager: 

Choir Director/Organist: 
Praise & Worship Leader: 

Senior High Youth Minister: 
Daycare/Preschool Director: 

Custodians: 

Steve Russell - pastor@sandyhook.org 
Susan Flynn - church@sandyhook.org 
Michelle Farnsworth - choir@sandyhook.org 
Brian Goggins 
Chad Russell - seniorhigh.youthgroup@sandyhook.org 
Mindy Smith - daycare.preschool@sandyhook.org 
Billy Shrum & Robert Jessie 

20
10

 

 


