
 

Greetings in Jesus’ name, 

 I am praying for you!  It is important that you know that I am in 
regular prayer for you.  I call out your name to our heavenly Father.  I just 
came out of an extended prayer time this morning in which God made it 
clear to me that I am to tell you corporately and individually that I am 
asking God for you.  Your soul is eternal and important.  I am asking that 
God call you to Him, that He grant you eternal life by redemption through 
Jesus, and that He grow your spirit.  I am also asking that God grant real 
and lasting peace for your soul, unity with others in the body of Christ at 
Sandy Hook, and clarity of spiritual vision.  To be sure God is honoring and 
answering our prayer together. 

 Let me point you toward our Lenten remembrance and celebration 
as an opportunity to refocus on your personal relationship with Jesus, 
enhance your relationships with people inside and outside the church, grow 
in your personal service and ministry, and strengthen your spiritual growth.  
Prayer service and designated time with God is every Tuesday evening at 6 
pm.  It is a great time of quiet prayer, meditation and listening.  Some of 
you will use the Easter Cantata rehearsals as a special way to prepare and 
remember.  The Ash Wednesday service is a time of repentance, 
forgiveness, and grace.  It always draws us together and focuses our 
attention on personal reflection and opportunity to experience God’s love 
and grace is a special way.  Good Friday remembrance is also a time to 
experience the presence of God.  You need to plan to be a part of as many 
of the remembrances and celebrations as possible.  Allow God to direct you 
and bless you. 

 This is a great time for you to honor your existing relationships and 
create new ones.  Invite old friends to your house for breakfast or dinner.  
No agenda, just time well spent sharing and encouraging.  It is also a time 
to invite people you don’t know.  Don’t worry, they’ll eat anything.  This is 
just being like Jesus.  Reach out, begin the relationship.  Take the risk. 

 As always, there is a constant need for your presence, support, and 
assistance with a wide variety of service/ministry opportunities.  Find a 
place to be present.  Find a place to serve.  Find a place to offer hope.  
Make life about others and their need for life with Jesus.  Remember the 
point.  These are not things believers do for points with our heavenly 
Father, these are things we do because we remember and celebrate what He 
has done for us. 

 Let me invite you to find a way to grow your spiritual life.  It may 
be as easy as finding your way to a class on Sunday, joining a small group, 
or taking time to meet for prayer.  It is worth the effort.  Blessing are 
promised and experienced regularly.  Get yours.  God is faithful and loves 
you. 

In Christ’s service, 
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Jeremiah 6:16 
Acts 4:8-22 

2 Thessalonians 3:11-13 
1 John 3:16-24 

Matthew 7:15-20 
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The BROADCASTER is a publication of Sandy Hook United Methodist Church, 1610 Taylor 
Road, Columbus, IN 47203-3901  PHONE:  812-372-8495   FAX:  812-373-0242   
E-MAIL:  shumc@hotmail.com   
Editor: Susan Flynn, church@sandyhook.org 
Pastor: Steve Russell   pastor@sandyhook.org 
 
 

The BROADCASTER  is published monthly to keep members and friends informed of programs of 
the church and to report news about Sandy Hook's people.  
Deadline for copy is the 20th of each month.  Deadline for November and December is the 14th.  
Copy received after the deadline will appear in the next month's publication.   

Volume 38, Issue 2 
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Attendance 

   Average      Goal  
Worship     252          350 
Sunday School    110             200 

SUMMARY FOR  
END OF DECEMBER 2009 

 

BUILDING DEBT      $380,048 
 

EXPENSES 
YTD Debt Interest      $  23,591 
YTD Debt Principal    $137,729 
All Other Expenses     $774,682 
TOTAL   $936,002 
 

INCOME 
Stewardship  $415,321 
Building Debt  $  99,839 
Other   $467,636 
TOTAL   $982,796 
 

BALANCE            $    46,794 
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Feb. 19 
6:00 pm  

Join us for a Sandy Hook 
Game Night on Friday, 
February 19th at 6:00 pm.  
Everyone is welcome!  
There is no age requirement 
for fun!  Pizza will be 
provided around 6:30 pm.  
Please bring a dessert to 
share and your FAVORITE 
game(s).  No need to sign 
up.  Invite your family and 
friends for some family fun! 

Service 
February 17 

7:00 pm 
 

I invite you to a special time of 
standing before our Holy God.  We will 

pray, seek forgiveness, renew our commitments, and celebrate God’s love for 
us February 17th, 7 pm at our Ash Wednesday Service.  This is the time and 
place to begin your Lenten season.  Begin now to pray.  Seek God’s face.  
Prepare for the symbols and the celebration.  God truly is always good.     

 - Pastor Steve 

     Are you struggling with financial 
worries, health concerns, family 
matters, or relationships with friends? 
Do you have family and friends that 
have needs beyond your control? Has 
the constant struggle of the day to 
day grind caused you to grow weary?   
     Well rejoice because God has 
given you all the tools you need to 
overcome these t r ia l s  and 
tribulations. The greatest tool you 
have in your arsenal is prayer.   
     Join us on Tuesday evenings from 
6-7pm as we gather to pray together 
for the needs of others and offer 
praise for prayers that have been 
answered. 

“The more we pray, the more we 
sense our need to pray.  And the 

more we sense the need to pray, the 
more we want to pray.”  

Pastor Jim Cymbala 
Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire 

 
“Risen This Day” is the Easter Cantata that 
will be the 8:45 am worship service on 
Easter Sunday.  All adults and teens (junior 
high and up) are welcome to come and be 
part of this wonderful production.  CD’s to 
practice from will be provided.  Rehearsals 
are on Thursdays from 7-8:30pm 
beginning February 4th.  Please contact 
Michelle Farnsworth 375-1985 or 248-921-
5314 or mtigger@ameritech.net if you have 
any questions.   

AARP FREE TAX PREPARATION  

IRS certified volunteers will answer your questions, prepare your tax forms 
and E-file your completed return. This is a FREE service from AARP and the 
IRS for ALL middle and low income taxpayers with special attention to those 
age 60 and older.  The service is offered here at Sandy Hook Church every 
Monday & Wednesday from February 1st through April 14th, 6 to 9 pm.  To 
reserve a time slot please call 379-5677, Monday through Friday between 10 
am and noon.  Please do not call the church.  
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establishing mini-franchises in the 
form of prayer groups and Bible 
studies in the workplace. He is 
igniting the silent remnant of 
workplace believers who have 
never realized, until now, that their 
work really is their ministry. It is a 
holy calling on par with vocational 
ministry. 
     Our local franchises (churches) 
should be viewed as mini-
battleships designed to raise an 
army of qualified warriors who can 
pray, create, and influence their 
workplaces and industries with a 
biblical worldview. We must be 
reminded of God's perfect plan 
found in Ephesians 4:11-13. 
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Dive-In! 
Confirmation 

Weekend 
February 26-28  

     Young people who will be at least 
12 years old by the end of the 2010 
school year are invited to “Dive In”, 
a new format for confirmation class 
at Sandy Hook.  “Dive In” is a 
confirmation weekend that will begin 
after school on Friday and conclude 
with a Celebration of Belief during 
worship on Sunday morning.  
     This will be an intensive class 

     “It was he who gave some to be 
apostles, some to be prophets, some 
to be evangelists, and some to be 
pastors and teachers, to prepare God's 
people for works of service, so that 
the body of Christ may be built up 
until we all reach unity in the faith 
and in the knowledge of the Son of 
God and become mature, attaining to 
the whole measure of the fullness of 
Christ.” 
     The next time you are tempted to 
pass ministry responsibility to your 
pastor, remember what Ephesians 4 
says. After all, there are no part-time 
Christians in His Kingdom. We may 
get our checks in secular fields, but 
our ministry is full-time. 

“May the favor of the Lord our God 
rest upon us; establish the work of 
our hands for us -- yes, establish the 
work of our hands.” Psalm 90:17 
 

     Martin Luther brought the word of 
God back to the people. Today, God 
is bringing the work of God back to 
the people. God never intended the 
clergy to be the primary distribution 
channel of His Gospel. You and I are 
the distribution channel - those of us 
in the workplace. 
     The local church is simply the 
franchise to equip and release His 
army into the world to affect every 
aspect of society. Today, God is 

The Work of God 
By Os Hillman 

A thank you from one of our 
Christmas families: 

   

     As a child, I remember how 
Christmas was such a "magical" time 
of the year for me. Never once did I 
know how much of a burden it was 
for my parents, who had five children 
to provide us with our gifts.  
     As a parent myself, I now realize 
that even though I see how "magical" 
Christmas is in my children's eyes 
what it can do to parents that don't 
have the money to provide the gifts.  
     Like a lot of people, the economy 
has affected our income and for the 
first time since I have been married, 
there have been times that I have 
worried where our next meal would 
come from or how we would get 
diapers or formula from time to time.  

     So as Christmas time drew 
nearer and the kids got more and 
more excited, I seemed to get a sick 
feeling in the pit of my stomach 
wondering where and how we 
would make this happen. I 
contacted someone from the church, 
Teresa Russell, who turned us over 
to Shelley McAlister and we 
received the call saying we were 
accepted for Christmas help.  
     I have always heard the phrase, 
"let go and let God" but until now 
never realized what it meant. Each 
week that went by, I thought I 
would be able to buy a few gifts 
and each Friday it seemed like there 
wasn't enough money to cover our 
needs, much less extras. For the 
first time, I had to totally leave it in 
God's hands, and that, to someone 

like me, was scary.  
     But I have to say that our 
Christmas this year was the sweetest 
Christmas that I can remember, 
because it was provided by God. 
Each person, obeying God, put 
together a better Christmas for us that 
we would have ever dreamed.  
     We were so grateful and could 
feel the love of each person that had a 
hand in it. I first thank God, and then 
want to thank each and every one of 
you for being God's hands in our 
family's Christmas. Words feel so 
inadequate in expressing our 
gratitude. I know God will repay 
each and every one of you. Please 
keep us in your prayers...we 
appreciate it! 
                 Love,  

A very grateful mother 

intended to build relationships: 
between the young person and 
Jesus, the young people and the 
mentors involved, and among the 
young people themselves. “Dive In” 
is being held on February 26-28, 
2010.   
     There will also be opportunity 
for teenagers and adults to serve as 
a mentor during “Dive In”. Mentors 

will be expected to participate in pre-
weekend planning and prayer time 
and attend the weekend session.   
     If you are interested in “Dive In”  
please sign up on the bulletin board 
in the hall. If you have questions 
please contact Nancy Low at 
nancyllow@yahoo.com or 342-0390.   
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Thank 
you to 

those who 
helped put the January 

Broadcaster together and 
stuffed bulletins for Sunday 

Services.  Bev Porter, Cheryl 
Stroud, Joyce Hekel, Vera Bean. 
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2/7 8:45 -   Bob & Connie Miller 
   11:00 - Sean & Shelley McAlister 
 

2/14 8:45 - Lillian Dick & 
 Melissa Wagner 
      11:00 - Carol Raney 
 

2/21  8:45 - Ted & Patty Unrue 
      11:00 -  Randy & Karla Eudy 
 

2/28 8:45 - Tim & Deana Tuell 
      11:00 - Wayne & Susan Lykins 
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2/7  8:45 -   Steve Anthers 
  Rick Bush 
       Tim Tuell 
  Ted Unrue              

2/14   8:45 -  Ron Albert 
  Bob Miller 
  Paul Kahlenbeck 
  Mike Wilkerson           
2/21  8:45 -  Mike Carter 
  Mark Fear 
  Bob Plumm  
  Jay Porter                  
2/28   8:45 -  John Dilts 
  Duane Hilycord 
  Jim Kistler 
  Tom Lutes 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greentree 
4895 Pine Ridge Drive 
Columbus, IN  47201 
812-342-2148 
     - Elizabeth Morris 
 

Miller’s Merry Manor 
7440 N. County Road 825 
Hope, IN  47246 
812-546-4416 
     - Adella Barkes 
 

Parkside Court Assisted Living 
3660 Central Avenue 
Columbus, IN  47203 
812-373-5523 
     - Ralph Lynn - room 143 
 

Silver Oaks 
2011 Chappa Street 
Columbus, IN  47201 
812-373-0787 
     - Loretta Baker 
     - Mary Eloise Jordan - room 201 
 

At Home 
     - Rose Ann Banister 
 717 Lundy Lane 
 Columbus, IN 47203 
 812-372-3328 
 

     - Mark Casey 
 3835 Lakeside Drive 
 Columbus, IN 47203 
 812-379-2443 
 

     - Helen Hassfurder 
 4740 S. 300 E. 
 Columbus, IN 47201 
 812-372-3540 
 

     - Rev. Bert Reed 
 2504 Lafayette Avenue 
 Columbus, IN 47201 
 812-372-6745 
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United Methodist 
Women News  

 

Agape/Faith Circle 
will meet at 2:00 
pm at the church 
o n  T u e s d a y , 
February 16th. 
 

Koinonia Circle will meet  February 
16th at 6:30 pm at the home of Helen 
Ahlemeyer. Turning Point Item of the 
Month is sippy cups and black 
markers.  Questions? Lisa Lutes 376-
0605 
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Present:  Linda Guse, Steve Russell,  
Jon Coles, Rose Shaffer, Tracy Fear, 
Mark Fear, Connie Miller,  Ann 
Reid, Bill Reid, Jason Hyer, Trena 
Carter, Tim Tuell, Chad Russell, Jon 
Moran, Kacey Moran, Nancy Low, 
Susan Flynn, Margaret King, Ron 
Dehnke, Helen Ahlemeyer, Adam 
Scheffee, Cheryl Stroud, Sean 
McAlister, Karla Eudy 
 

Linda opened council with prayer.  
Last month’s minutes were approved 
by council. 
 

Daycare/Preschool Report: 
A written report was submitted on 
behalf of Mindy.  A couple points of 
interest included within the report 
was:  
�� even with the $10,000 gift given 

to the church, Little Lambs ended 
the year in the black with a 
$2,000 balance.  

�� a family has asked for some 
assistance with their fees, a 
decrease of $20 per week until 
the child moves into the toddler 
class (totaling $520), council 
approved the assistance 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Ann reported 
to council that 2009 was all in all a 
good year and that we were 
financially blessed. 
 

Human Resources:  First meeting of 
the year will be next week. 
 

Trustees:  Tim Tuell reported that 
quotes for the roof repair have been 
submitted.  These repairs will not be 
completed until the spring. 
 

Fellowship:  Rose Shaffer informed 
council of the upcoming “Game 
Night” on Feb. 19th.  She also asked 

Church Council Minutes - January 12, 2010 
council for some suggestions on 
how to draw more people to these 
special activities. 
 

Worship:  Margaret reported that 
there were many positive comments 
about the Christmas services held. 
 

Outreach:  Bill told council that 
we continue to do good works thru 
the Auto Repairs or Oil Changes 
that are done by the church. 
 

United Methodist Women:  Helen 
reported that $122 was donated 
recently to Turning Point.  This 
month’s item to be collected is hair 
care items.  Next meeting will be 
Jan. 19th. 
 

Old Business: 
Silhouette pictures were presented 
to council for approval.  These 
included many family type 
silhouettes.  Steve asked that these 
be done in primary type colors.  
They will be used in classroom and 
hallway areas.  Motions were made 
and council approved. 
 

New Business: 
�� The Finance team led by Cheryl 

Stroud introduced to council 
their ideas for paying off the 
debt ($380,000) by June of 
2010.  Steve suggested that we 
no longer call it the “building 
debt” but just simply refer to it 
as our “debt”.  He also asked 
that a visual chart in form of a 
cross be displayed to show how 
we are approaching our goal.  
Brass plates serving as 
memorials will be given to 
those who make larger 
donations.  These plates would 
be put on classroom areas.  

Steve said that this is an 
aggressive campaign and that the 
Finance team members would be 
approaching church members and 
asking for their donations.  
Motions were made by Chad 
Russell and Trena Carter in favor 
of this campaign, council 
approved. 

�� Bill Reid, representing those who 
attended the Leadership Institute, 
asked council for approval of the 
new mission/purpose statement.  
The statement is based on The 
Great Commission.  “Building a 
community which introduces 
people to a relationship with 
Jesus and transforms them into 
His devoted followers.”  Motions 
were made for approval and 
council then approved.   Bill then 
presented the goals for 2010.  Jon 
Moran suggested that a contact 
person for each category be listed 
so that they could give updates of 
progress when needed.  Bill said 
he would give names to Susan to 
be added to the goal document.  
Motions were made for approval 
by Adam Sheffee and Cheryl 
Stroud, council then approved.  
This year’s Leadership Institute 
is Oct. 7-8 for those who are 
interested in attending. 

�� Connie Miller asked council for 
suggestions on what to place in 
the newspaper to encourage 
people to attend Sandy Hook.  

 

Council was closed with prayer by 
Steve. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Karla Eudy 
Council Secretary 
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Dear Sandy Hook Congregation,     
 

     I want to thank those of you who 
have been so diligent in trying to help 
pay off our church debt.  You realize 
how important it is to be debt free.  
This is as applicable in our church life 
as it is in our personal life.  Romans 
13:8 says: Let no debt remain 
outstanding, except the continuing 
debt to love one another, for he who 
loves his fellow man has fulfilled the 
law.  Christians are encouraged to 
settle any old debts.  The only thing 
we should “owe” to each other is love; 
monetary debt is just a distraction 
from the good we could be doing and 
a potential source of strife.  Our strife 
has existed since 1999 – 11 years.  We 
have made payments on our debt 
month after month after month and 
outreach and ministry have suffered as 
a result.   
     We pay $10,500 every month to 
the bank and will continue these 
payments for another 4 years at the 
current rate.  Stewardship pledges are 
down and on paper we will not meet 
our budget this year.  We have faith 
that God will bless us in 2010 as He 
did in 2009 and that will allow us to 
continue to pay extra on the principal 
as we have been.  If we are not able to 
make our payments at this rate, the 
payoff date could be pushed back as 

What is My Best For You? 
Our kids are bombarded with an 
avalanche of unhealthy sexual 
messages.  My Best For You is 
designed to help parents by 
presenting the Biblical view of 
human sexuality and behavior.  
Together we can equip our kids to 
guard their hearts, minds, and bodies 
with honest, healthy, Bible-based 
knowledge.  
 

Can my child attend just one 
session? 
No. Due to the sensitivity of the 
material, both sessions are needed to 
cover the material.  Saturday morning 
admittance will not be allowed 
without Friday evening participation.  
(Please do not register if your child 
can only attend one session.) 
 

Can anyone younger or older 
than 5th/6th grade attend? 
No. This program has been carefully 
designed to meet the specific needs 
of 5th/6th graders. 

 

How does this program differ 
from school-based sexuality 
and human reproduction 
education? 
God’s plan for our sexuality is 
always in our best interest, and 
nothing the world offers can 
compare to living within God’s 
truth.  Program sessions will answer 
three important questions for 
children:  
 1. What is sex? 
 2. Why did God create it? 

 3. Why do we have a    
      responsibility with it? 
 

What materials are used to 
teach the sessions? 
Each family will receive 2 copies of 
the workbook, My Best For You.  
Excerpts will be shown from the 
video entitled, “You, Your Body & 
Puberty.” 

MY BEST FOR YOU 
First Christian Church Youth Center, 541 4th Street 

 

Parent Orientation Night  February 18th - 5:30 - 7:00 pm 
 

Children’s Sessions - Fri., Feb. 26 - 5:45 - 9 pm AND Sat., Feb. 27, 8:45 am - noon 
 

Is there anything else we 
s h o u l d  k n o w  b e f o r e 
registering? 
This program has a carefully 
designed strategy to build one 
content section upon the other. It is 
our experience that missing any part 
of any section of the material is 
detrimental to the children.  Please do 
not have your child arrive more than 
15 minutes late to either Friday or 
Saturday sessions.  Thank you in 
advance for making promptness a 
priority for your child for this 
program. 
 

—My Best for You is a Pregnancy 
Care Center Program hosted by First 
Christian Church.  
 

—Materials for registration are 
available on the Welcome Center or 
by contacting Teresa Russell. 378-
4114.  

Letter to the Congregation from the Finance Committee 
far as 2016.  God is clearly blessing 
Sandy Hook.  Wouldn’t it be 
wonderful if we could honor Him in 
return by paying off our debt and 
moving on to serving His people 
completely? 
     Last month Church Council 
charged the Finance Team with 
finding a creative solution to pay 
off the debt by the end of June 
2010.  The Finance Team would 
like to invite individuals and groups 
of people to make contributions 
anonymously or in memory/honor 
of a loved one.  Groups of people 
might include family groups, 
Sunday school classes or small 
groups.  Donations in the name of 
s o me o n e  s p e c i a l  c a n  b e 
remembered with a plaque.  
Significant donations can honor 
your loved one by naming a room 
after them.  
     We have set a deadline to pay 
off the debt by June 30, 2010.  Our 
debt is currently $380,000.  Church 
Council will be deciding in the near 
future how much of our cash 
reserves we can safely apply to 
reduce this debt, but we cannot pay 
it all off.  What are we asking of 
you?  Sandy Hook needs your help 
to finish this task.  Each and every 
donation, no matter how large or 
small, made toward this goal will be 

received with the utmost gratitude.  
We are especially reaching out to 
those families and groups who can 
make a considerable impact towards 
debt payoff.  This could easily be 
accomplished by several families 
giving a once-in-a-lifetime $50,000 
donation in honor of a loved one.  In 
the recent past we have had two 
families give a gift of $100,000 each.  
Even if a few gave $50,000 and 
several gave $10,000, we could get 
this taken care of once and for all.  
How blessed would we be to have 
our only monetary concern be where 
we can minister to others?    
     Your donation can obviously be 
made by writing a check.  Another 
way that is not as well known is 
through a stock transfer.  Stock can 
be given to the church as a donation 
without having to pay capital gains 
tax on the appreciated value of the 
stock.  Sandy Hook would receive 
the full value of the stock when it 
was sold.  This is done frequently and 
is a simple process.  We have an 
account set up just for this purpose. 
     Please begin now to pray over 
your role in furthering the ministry of 
Sandy Hook. 
 

In Christ’s service, 
Cheryl Stroud, Finance Chair 
 

P.S.  Donations are being accepted 
immediately.�
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Sundays at Sandy Hook 
 
 

  8:45 am    Traditional Worship 
 

10:00 am    Bible Study & Sunday School 
 

11:00 am    Praise & Worship 
 
 
  5 - 6 pm    United Methodist Children 
 

  5 - 7 pm    B.I.G. Youth Fellowship 
 

  5 - 7 pm    Submerge Youth Fellowship 

CONTACT THE CHURCH 
Phone:  (812) 372-8495 

Fax:  (812) 373-0242 
www.sandyhook.org 

church@sandyhook.org  
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Pastor: 
Administrative Assistant/Office Manager: 

Choir Director/Organist: 
Praise & Worship Leader: 

Senior High Youth Minister: 
Daycare/Preschool Director: 

Custodians: 

Steve Russell - pastor@sandyhook.org 
Susan Flynn - church@sandyhook.org 
Michelle Farnsworth - choir@sandyhook.org 
Brian Goggins 
Chad Russell - seniorhigh.youthgroup@sandyhook.org 
Mindy Smith - daycare.preschool@sandyhook.org 
Billy Shrum & Robert Jesse 
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