
Peace and Joy in Jesus’ Name 

 It’s already been a quick start to the new year.  I made a list of the  
events, happenings, sorrows and joys so far and it is amazing.  Good and hard 
times have been experienced already.  Then I began to wonder.  Did I sleep 
through important things?  Who or what did I miss?   What has God said or 
led that I ignored or didn’t catch?  These questions without clear answers are 
now pushing me hard.  I am keenly aware of the urgency of souls.  Time 
moves so quickly and slips away.  We must find the spirit to do what God 
calls us to NOW.  Later is not an option when souls hang in the balance.  
Prayer time took a lot longer this morning.  I suspect it will get longer.  Pray 
that I listen more closely to the Spirit. 

 Thank God with me for the mysteries of faith.  What you believe 
really matters and it changes your perspective.  There are small things.  Smiles 
and laughter explode spontaneously.  Young people are learning.  Discipleship 
examples lived out.  People are praying as never before.  Lives healed.  Souls 
changed forever.  People are living and leading in the Spirit of God.  People 
growing spiritually and tackling God sized challenges.  It is the people things 
that matter the most.  It is exciting to be a part of special times in the 
Kingdom.  It is impressive to see God’s Spirit moving in new ways.  It seems 
to be touching everyone.  I encourage you to be open to the leading of the 
Holy Spirit as God takes us to new spiritual places.  Don’t be afraid.  God has 
promised to always be with us. 

 We are celebrating as we learn to grow and become the church we 
have always longed for.  Three cheers for the caring, welcoming, empowering 
body of believers in this place.  Peace and power is everywhere.  Where to 
from here God?  Let’s carefully discern God’s powerful leading in our lives.  
It won’t necessarily be the same.  Different gifts are called and used in 
different ministries.  Everyone is gifted and called.  I know you are praying.  I 
hope you are listening.  What  direction is God leading?  What are we about?  
Where are we to love now and next?   

Now allow me to pass along some pastoral instruction.  Ground 
yourselves in the Word.  Search diligently for wisdom for our lives together in 
its pages.  Make personal decisions based on the leading of the Word and the 
call of the Holy Spirit.  I call you now to rid your lives of petty personal 
things.  Get rid of personal agendas for the body of Christ.  Set aside your 
vested interests out of love for others.  Find the grace to give yourself 
sacrificially for another soul.  Remember that Christ has always been and is 
right now the head of the church.  The question is what would Jesus do? 

May you find peace in the middle of change.  May God so bless in 
your life that spiritual happiness becomes your personal way of life.  May we 
so live together that others will see the love of Jesus in us and praise God. 

 

In Christ’s service,  
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Loving, Serving and Proclaiming In Christ’s Name! 

Pastor’s Message 
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  Revelation 4:11 
Ecclesiastes 7:20 
Romans 3:21-26 

1 John 2:1-6 
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The BROADCASTER is a publication of Sandy Hook United Methodist Church, 1610 Taylor 
Road, Columbus, IN 47203-3901  PHONE:  812-372-8495   FAX:  812-373-0242   
E-MAIL:  shumc@hotmail.com   
Editor: Susan Flynn, slkflynn@hotmail.com 
Pastor: Steve Russell   srussell102@hotmail.com 
 
 

The BROADCASTER  is published monthly to keep members and friends informed of programs of 
the church and to report news about Sandy Hook's people.  
Deadline for copy is the 20th of each month.  Deadline for November and December is the 14th.  
Copy received after the deadline will appear in the next month's publication.   

Volume 37, Issue 2 
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Attendance 

   Average      Goal  
Worship     254          350 
Sunday School    118             200 

Come join us for 1 Peter - How to Stand Firm When Tested -  Are you 
prepared for suffering? Will trials and persecutions reveal your faith and bring 
glory to God?  Listen to what Peter says to believers enduring tribulations.  
Sign-up sheet on the bulletin board . 

PRECEPT BIBLE STUDY 
Sundays, February 15-May 17, 4:30-6:30pm  

SUMMARY FOR  
END OF 2008 

 

BUILDING DEBT      $514,959 
 

EXPENSES 
YTD Debt Interest      $  30,483 
YTD Debt Principal    $105,533 
All Other Expenses     $427,704 
TOTAL   $563,720 
 

INCOME 
Stewardship  $385,562 
Building Debt  $104,933 
Other   $  66,557 
TOTAL   $557,053 
 

BALANCE            $ -   6,667 

SPRING SERVICE SUNDAY 
APRIL 26  

1:00 pm to 6:00 pm �
“The Church has left the building.” On Sunday, April 26th, from 1 pm to 6 
pm , we will be the church in service in our community.  We are currently 
taking projects that will take 3 or 4 hours to complete.  Inside jobs or outside 
jobs.  Nothing is too big or too small.  We would like to get projects from inside 
the church first.  Look around you, ask the person in the pew next to you what 
they need. Turn in that person that you know needs help but won’t ask.  Turn in a project that 
you yourself need help with. Submit service project ideas to the church office mailbox or 
email to shumc@hotmail.com.   In the meantime, mark your calendar to spend the afternoon 
of April 26th serving together and then fellowship together at dinner at the 
church at 6 pm.  Sign up sheets to participate in Spring Service Sunday will be 
on the bulletin board in February.  We are collecting projects until the end of 
February.  We will begin signing up to participate in the projects in March. 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 
7:00 PM FEBRUARY 25 th  ��  
 

I invite you to a special time of standing before our Holy God.  We will pray, 
seek forgiveness, renew our commitments, and celebrate God’s love for us at our 
Ash Wednesday Service.  This is the time and place to begin your Lenten season.  
Begin now to pray.  Seek God’s face.  Prepare for the symbols and the 
celebration.  God truly is always good.                    - Pastor Steve 

FREE TAX PREPARATION  
IRS certified volunteers will answer your questions, prepare your tax forms 
and E-file your completed return.  This is a FREE service from AARP and the 
IRS for ALL middle and low income taxpayers with special attention to those 
age 60 and older.  The service is offered here at Sandy Hook Church every 
Monday from February 2nd through April 13th , 6 to 9 pm.  To reserve a time 
slot please call 314-2943.  Please do not call the church.  
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UNITED  
METHODIST  
WOMEN 
 

Tuesday, February 17 
Agape/Faith Circle 

1:00 pm at the church 
 

Koinonia Circle 6:30 pm  
at Helen Ahlemeyer's home 
on 5148 Constitution Court 

 

     Turning Point Item of the Month:  
Please bring shampoo, deodorant, 
etc. in regular sizes. Questions:  Lisa 
Lutes 376-0605 

My Best For You is a workshop for 
fifth & sixth grade students and their 
parents on God’s plan for our 
sexuality. 
 

Program Overview 
Parents and students together will 
explore the Biblical view of human 
sexuality and behavior.  In fun, 
interactive and age appropriate ways, 
families will be equipped to guard 
their hearts, minds and bodies with 
honest ,  heal thy Bible-based 
knowledge.  Each participant will 
receive a copy of the workbook, “My 
Best For You.”  Excerpts will be 
shown of the video, “You, Your 
Body and Puberty.”  
 

God’s plan for our sexuality is 
always in our best interest.  Nothing 
the world offers can compare to 
living within God’s truths.  This 
program teaches that God wants us to 
have an abundant life in all areas 
while experiencing true freedom 
inside His safe boundaries. 
 

Parent Only Orientation Session 
 

Teaching our children about sexuality 
is challenging but essential.  Our goal 
is to have a lifetime of effective, age-
appropriate conversations with our 
kids about sex in loving and 
spiritually mature ways.  The Parent 
Orientation will equip and encourage 
adults to be a loving authority in 
addition to preparing them for the 
“teachable moments” which present 
themselves at every stage of a child’s 
development. 
 

Relaying important information 
about the My Best For You 
Workshop, this Orientation Session 
will: 

�� Review the program content 
�� Review all materials used in the 

program 
�� Review the scriptural basis for 

the program 
�� Provide a time for Questions 

and Answers 
 

Family Workshop Goals 
 

�� Utilizing both large group 
presentations and small group 
discussions, parents and 
children together will learn: 

�� Our worth comes from God. 
�� The Bible is our source of truth. 
�� The functions of the male and 

female reproductive organs. 
�� God designed sex as a gift of 

intimacy and reproduction for 
married couples. 

�� God provides support systems 
that can help us remain pure. 

MY BEST FOR YOU 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church  

(enter through the 4th Street doors at the flagpole) 
 

Parent Orientation Night  February 19th - 5:30 pm 
 

Family Sessions Fri., Feb. 27 - 6-9 pm AND Sat., Feb. 28, 9 am-noon 
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Deadline to register is February 11. 
 

Name __________________________________  # Attending _____ 
 
Arriving at:    5:00   5:45  6:30 
(circle one)   7:15  8:00 
 
Need babysitting for ______  children ages ___________________ 
 

PLEASE TURN IN TO CHURCH OFFICE 

 

 

�� Worldly influences and friends 
can affect our sexual choices. 

�� There are negative consequences 
of sexual activity outside 
marriage and positive benefits for 
waiting until marriage. 

�� Jesus is our Savior, Guide and 
Strength. 

�� Committing to a Purity Pledge 
can enable us to experience 
God’s best by opening His gift of 
sex in His time. 

 
 

My Best for You is a Pregnancy Care 
Center Program hosted by First 
Christian Church and St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church.  
 
 

Materials for registration are 
available on the Welcome Center or 
by contacting Teresa Russell.  378-
4114.  
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2/1  9:30 - Mike & Jill Wilkerson 
       11:00 - Jim & Susan Stier 
 

2/8  8:45 -  Rick & Jane Bush 
         11:00 - Joe & Susan Flynn 
 

2/15  8:45 - Tom & Lisa Lutes 
         11:00 - Jim & Stacey Rupp 
 

2/22 8:45 - Tim & Deana Tuell 
         11:00 - Joe & Carla Meek 
 
 


����� �

2/1   9:30 -   Rick Bush 
       Wendel Hauck 
       Don Sublette 
       Tim Tuell 
       11:00 -  Ted Unrue 
         Carol Raney 
  Fred King 
  Evan Guse 
 
 
 
 

2/8   8:45 -  Ron Albert 
  Bob Drake 
  Paul Kahlenbeck 
  Mike Wilkerson 
         11:00 -  Larry Cox 
  David Foley 
  Kenny Hodnett 
  Doug Sharp 
 

2/15  8:45 -  Mike Carter 
  Mark Fear 
  Bob Plumm  
  Jay Porter 
         11:00 - Dale Guse 
  Jon Coles 
  Jim Stier         
2/22   8:45 -  John Dilts 
  Duane Hilycord 
  Jim Kistler 
  Tom Lutes 
         11:00 -  Randy Eudy 
  Josh Knight 
  Rosie Critzer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Four Seasons Health Center 
1901 Taylor Road 
Columbus, IN  47203 
     - Sue Ann Vandagriff 
     - Lynn Lowery 
 
Silver Oaks 
2011 Chapa Street 
Columbus, IN  47203 
     - Mel Coleman 
     - Ralph Lynn 

Thank you to 
those   who 
helped put 

the January  
Broadcaster 

together and have stuffed 
bulletins for Sunday Services 

and volunteered in the office. Bev 
Porter, Cheryl Stroud, Joyce Hekel, 
and Vera Bean. 
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Mel Coleman 
Helen Reed 
Chris Davis 

Lynn Lowery 
Ralph Lynn 

Sue Ann 
Vandagriff 

�����������	�
�����
�	��
�������������������

Pregnancy Care Center  
Volunteer Training Coming Soon 

Why:  Have you been looking for an opportunity to extend the gift of love 
and grace you yourself have been given by God to others?  The Pregnancy 
Care Center (PCC) is the perfect place to volunteer and be the hands of Christ 
to those in our community who need Him most.  All you need is a willing 
spirit and a loving heart.   

Volunteers are need in all aspects of the ministry:   

Prevention (Abstinence programs in schools and churches) 

Intervention (Receptionists, phone line operators, and peer counselors (male 
or female) in the center) 

Healing (Abortion Recovery and Path to Sexual Healing Bible Studies) 

Support Services (Special events, church ambassadors, material resource 
volunteers, etc.). 

When & Where:  
Monday, March 2 from 6-9 pm is the Ministry Orientation Night which must 
be attended by anyone interested in volunteering within any aspect of the 
ministry.   

Volunteer Training for those wanting to serve within the Center is Monday-
Tuesday-Thursday, March 9, 10, and 12 from 6-9 pm and Sat., March 14 from 
9 am-1 pm.  It will be held at Memorial Baptist Church in Columbus. 

Cost:  There is no cost to attend the Ministry Orientation Night.  However, if 
you decide to serve in the center and attend training, you will need to purchase 
the $25 training manual.  Scholarships are available. 

For more information:  Contact Jenny Gardner to register at 378-4114, 
toll free 866-510-5067 ext. 106 or via email at jennyg@pregcarecenter.org    
For more information about PCC check out our website at 
www.affirminglifeonline.org 
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Sun Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri Sat 

1 
Leviticus 11-14 

2 
Leviticus 15-17 

3 
Leviticus 18-20 

4 
Leviticus 21-24 

5 
Leviticus 25-27 

6 
Numbers 1-3 

7 
Numbers 4-6 

8 
Numbers 7-10 

9 
Numbers 11-13 

10 
Numbers 14-16 

11 
Numbers 17-19 

12 
Numbers 20-23 

13 
Numbers 24-26 

14 
Numbers 27-29 

15 
Numbers 30-32 

16 
Numbers 33-36 

17 
Deuteronomy 1-3 

18 
Deuteronomy 4-6 

19 
Deuteronomy  

7-9 

20 
Deuteronomy 

10-13 

21 
Deuteronomy 

14-16 

22 
Deuteronomy 

17-19 

23 
Deuteronomy  

20-22 

24 
Deuteronomy  

23-26 

25 
Deuteronomy  

27-29 

26 
Deuteronomy  

30-32 

27 
Deuteronomy 

33-34 
Joshua 1 

28 
Joshua 2-5 

�
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Present: Helen Ahlemeyer, Bill 
Reid, Susie Hodnett, Cheryl Stroud, 
Susan Flynn, Lynda Graham, Nancy 
Low, Karla Eudy  
Regrets received from: Pastor Steve, 
Matt Meek, Ted Unrue, Chad 
Russell, Nancy Waller 
 

Last month’s minutes were approved 
by council.  Nancy led council with 
prayer to begin meeting. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  A written 
report was submitted on behalf of 
Matt Meek who was unable to attend.  
Council went over a few important 
notes that Matt had highlighted in his 
report.   
��  Year end core giving was down 

about $31,000 against plan.  
About $7,000 of this was on 
building debt giving, the rest 
came largely from shortfalls on 
estimated income from members 
who do not turn in pledge cards. 

�� Overall year end expenses 
finished on plan due to 
Equipping Church using $12,000 
less than planned and Keeping 
Church expenses being $12,000 
higher than planned due to 
maintenance expenses for the 
year. 

�� Overall end of year balance was a 
negative 6.7K, which is an 
improvement over September’s 
end of the year projection of 
22.6K. November and December 
were better income months, 
however this is due from actions 
taken on the loan debt and 
apportionments. 

 

Youth Ministries:   Chad submitted a 

written report for council.  The 
report spoke of the upcoming 
Mission Trip planned to NYC in 
June.  5 adults and 18 youth are 
planning to make the trip.  A 
Valentine’s Dinner is planned to be 
held at the church on Feb. 14th as 
well as the youth auction, a letter 
campaign, and a car wash to help 
with funding.  Chad is going to 
NYC on Feb. 8th to get all 
information needed as well as 
training.  A Ski Trip is also planned 
for Jan. 31st.  Registration is still 
open at $40 per student.  Submerge 
is also planning for Acquire the Fire 
in early April.  30 tickets have been 
purchased for this event.  In March, 
Submerge and B.I.G will be joining 
for a paintball trip.  This trip is open 
to the entire church; cost and date 
will be announced at a later time. 
 

Finance Team:  Cheryl Stroud 
reminded council that some monies 
from the checking account had been 
placed in a fixed income bearing 
account to draw interest. 
 

Human Resources:  Bill Reid was 
introduced as the 2009 Chair of 
Human Resources. He had nothing 
to report at this time. 
 

United Methodist Women:  Helen 
Ahlemeyer reported that their next 
meeting is next week.  She did 
remind council that UMW always 
takes donations for Turning Point 
every month. This month’s 
collection item is paper products.  
Feb. collection items will be toiletry 
items that are placed in their 
welcome baskets.  Their upcoming 

meeting is on Tuesday, January 20th 
at 1:00 pm and 6:30 pm here at the 
church. 
 

Little Lambs Child Care:  Susie 
Hodnett presented a written report to 
council.  She reported the increase in 
fees beginning 1/5/09.   
Infants - $170 
Toddlers - $150     
3-5 Yr. Olds - $130     
These rates were an increase of $20/
week across the board in 2009 and 
they remain comparable to other 
providing the same services here in 
Columbus. Two children have left 
from the program since the increase.  
Five cribs were recently purchased, 
Mindy was able to purchase them at a 
Y-Med sale for $30 each compared to 
new at $200.  They would also like 
input from council about their new 
web-site.  This is a work-in-progress 
and they would like to hear 
suggestions that council members 
might have. Susie also said that their 
monthly budget for December had 
ended in the red due to having 3 pay 
periods. Enrollment figures were also 
presented to council. She was also 
happy to report that a Little Lambs 
family joined the church in August 
and another family that had recently 
joined the church had enrolled their 
daughter in Little Lambs. 
 

New Business:  Lynda Graham is the 
2009 Lay Member for Annual 
Conference. 
 

Council was closed with prayer by 
Bill Reid. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Karla Eudy, Council Secretary  

Church Council Minutes 
January 13, 2009 
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Dear Precious Brothers & Sisters In 
Christ, 
     I thank you from the bottom of my 
heart for the gift of the Financial 
Peace University Kit.  I praise the 
Lord for your generosity.  I pray the 
Lord blessed you beyond what you 
could ever think or imagine.  This 
course has helped me see root 
problems in my life that hindered 
good money management.  Thank 
you again.  I can’t wait to bless 
someone with a free kit someday. 
 Gratefully, 
  Lucy A. Rumsey 
 
Dear Pastor and Church, 
     Last year was a tough year, and I 
don’t believe we could have made it 
without all the prayers and support 
from everyone. 
     We were truly blessed by the gift 
card from Lowe’s that we received 
from your congregation.  God is 
awesome and I thank him every day 
for what he has given us during our 
time of need.   One of the items we 
purchased with the gift cards was the 
green shutters on our house.  I hope 
that when you and other members 
drive past our home, it will be a 
reminder of what your donation did 
to help us rebuild our house. 
     Thank you very much for 
everything from the bottom of my 
heart. 
     God Bless,  
 Jan & Joyce Konradi 

     Thank you to all who bought 
presents for the three families this 
past Christmas season.  Also thank 
you to those who gave money for 
utility bills.  That was greatly 
appreciated.  Thank you to Karla 
and Susie for helping sort and wrap 
all the presents, and to Shelley for 
delivering them.  Thanks for all the 
support in giving these families a 
Blessed Christmas! 
  - Carla Meek 
 
Dear Sandy Hook Church Family, 
     We Shaffers want to thank all of 
you for your friendship and for 
showing us the love of Christ.  We 
are going to miss Sandy Hook 
tremendously. Our girls have 
attended VBS, been confirmed, 
attended many meaningful events 
and have grown up knowing the 
love of a church family.  
     For all of it we are eternally 
grateful. We will always treasure 
the memories. Also, thank you to 
all of you who have offered to 
“look out for” Melissa and Alicia.  
They will probably take some of 
you up on it.  Katie and Rose are 
already looking forward to visiting 
Columbus at the end of March! 
 Love,  

Chuck, Rose,  
Melissa, Alicia & Katie 

Congratulations to Ron Albert, Jim 
Ogilvie and the Columbus Silver 
Sticks Softball team for winning the 
Tournament of Champions National 
Softball Championship in Lakeland, 
FL on January 9-11.  Silver Sticks 
beat teams from Utah, New Jersey 
and Florida in a double elimination 
tourney.  Final game score was 21-
11 defeating the Bucs and Bulls 
team from Orlando, Florida.. Jim 
Ogilvie was voted the most valuable 
player.  

Sandy Hook Family, 
     Thank you so much for the 
cookies and chex mix!  They 
definitely helped my friends and me 
get through finals week!  It was so 
good to see everyone at church 
during Christmas break!  I love being 
able to come home to such a loving 
church family! 
 - Christine Stroud 
 
     Thank you to Bev Porter, Cheryl 
Stroud, Joyce Hekel and Vera Bean 
for all their hard work on relabeling 
the church mailboxes and on making 
new buttons and reorganizing them.  
We so appreciate all you do to help! 

NINETY AND STILL 
COUNTING 

You are invited to celebrate the 
90th birthday of Edith Walker 
on Sunday, the 8th of February, 
1:30 to 3:30 pm in Fellowship 
Hall at Sandy Hook Church. 
Please RSVP to Harold Walker 
a t  3 1 7 - 2 2 5 - 1 2 6 2  o r 
harold.walker@att.net For more 
details see the bulletin board 
over the water fountain.  

ALL SINGERS AND 
INSTRUMENTALISTS�

Singers and instrumentalists are 
needed for the 8:45 am service.  If 
you love to sing or you play flute or 
violin, contact the choir director, 
Michelle Farnsworth at 375-1985 or 
see her after worship. 

INNER CITY  
MISSION TRIP 

Submerge, the senior high school 
youth group, is headed to New York 
City for an inner city mission 
experience.  A group of 19 students 
and 5 adults will be sharing the love 
of Christ through street evangelism 
and in places like soup kitchens, 
homeless shelters, and food pantries.  
The trip is June 14-21.   
 

We need your prayer support as we 
prepare for this trip and we look 
forward to sharing our experiences 
with you.  To find out how you can 
further support this youth mission 
experience, please call Chad Russell 
at 342- 0261. 

RECIPES NEEDED 
Hold on to those holiday recipes; 
don’t put them away yet!  It’s time 
to start collecting those goodies for 
the church cookbook, again.  So 
choose your favorites and get a 
copy to Maxine Littrell via her 
church mailbox or her email 
address:  jlit1@sbcglobal.net  

Hopefully, there will be a section of 
old “receipts” and cures, too.  So 
forward any entertaining or 
practical ways to cure the common 
cold or any other malady.   

If the recipes or cures are from 
family members or friends you 
would like to credit, write the 
names and/or a few words to 
include in the book, also.   

The first deadline is February 14th.  
Anyone have a great recipe for a 
wonderful Valentine’s Day? 

   - Maxine Littrell 


