
Greetings in Jesus’ Name, 
 

 Well, it’s December.  Another year has come and gone.  
Reflection reminds me that this year has been an absolutely amazing 
year.  This year has been a time and place where God’s grace has 
been evident in the personal and corporate lives of His people.  We 
have lived and loved together.  There have been fantastic epiphanies 
in which God has revealed His love, grace, peace and direction.  
There have been those of us who have sensed and accepted their 
personal vocational call to follow and serve.  People have been 
healed by the grace of God and in the name of Jesus.  There have 
been blessings poured out in big bunches.  We have learned and 
accepted scriptural imperatives.  New life, new fellowship, new 
relationships, new opportunities have come our way.  God has 
directed and shown us again how and where and when to love, serve 
and proclaim.  We have shared in the blessing of living as God’s 
people in this place. 
 There have been some hard times too.  Times when we have 
missed God’s voice, when blessings were overlooked, when fear and 
anger and stress threatened to overwhelm us, when relationships were 
strained to breaking, and when we cried out from the pit of despair, 
when we searched without finding direction, and when our personal 
peace and balance seemed very far away.  Still God was there.  In it 
all and through it all He was with us.  He was giving us time to find 
balance and peace again.  May His wisdom continue with us. 
 So now we enter Advent.  That time of our year when we are 
stressed, pushed, pulled, and sometimes overwhelmed with what is 
supposed to be a sacred celebration.  Believers are called to stop in 
the middle of all things cultural in America today, to reclaim again 
personal and corporate celebration of Jesus coming for us.  We are to 
focus on what God was and is doing to fulfill the plan to bring us 
back.  Full understanding is hard.  Some portion may be ours this 
year.  The focus for us is to be hope, joy, peace, and amazing love. 
 So now let me call you back to the things you know from a 
lifetime of searching for God’s plan.  Come back to God’s grace and 
love for you.  Come back to peace and joy in your life that erases all 
fear.  Come back to that place before a holy God where you know 
and experience such profound love that nothing else matters.  And 
then celebrate with joy on your face and peace in your heart.  
Celebrate God’s love for you.  Bring hope to places where there is 
little left.  Be blessed.  Live blessed.  Be a blessing.  Know you have 
blessed me and I love you for it. 
 

With love,  
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Loving, Serving and Proclaiming In Christ’s Name! 

Pastor’s Message 
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Luke 2:10 
Luke 10:38-42 

Luke 2:8-10 
Romans 8:28 
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     E v e r y 
year we adopt families at Christmastime to buy presents and necessities for 
them.  This year we have the children of two families for our Christmas tree.  
One family has five children ages 3 to 14 years.  The other family has six 
children, one of whom is disabled.  Both families have working parents who 
are struggling for assorted reasons.   
     If you would like to help, please watch for the ornaments to go up on the 
wall in the hallway.  Take an ornament off the wall and purchase the item 
described.  Or you can give money to 
help them with their utilities this 
winter. Bring back the unwrapped item 
and leave it in the tote by DECEMBER 
15th so everything can be wrapped and 
delivered to the families the week 
before Christmas. 

The BROADCASTER is a publication of Sandy Hook United Methodist Church, 1610 Taylor 
Road, Columbus, IN 47203-3901  PHONE:  812-372-8495   FAX:  812-373-0242   
E-MAIL:  shumc@hotmail.com   
Editor: Susan Flynn, church@sandyhook.org 
Pastor: Steve Russell   pastor@sandyhook.org 
 
 

The BROADCASTER  is published monthly to keep members and friends informed of programs of 
the church and to report news about Sandy Hook's people.  
Deadline for copy is the 20th of each month.  Deadline for November and December is the 14th.  
Copy received after the deadline will appear in the next month's publication.   

Volume 37, Issue 12 
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Attendance 

   Average      Goal  
Worship     252          350 
Sunday School    110             200 

SUMMARY FOR  
END OF OCTOBER 2009 

 

BUILDING DEBT      $417,120 
 

EXPENSES 
YTD Debt Interest      $  19,514 
YTD Debt Principal    $100,806 
All Other Expenses     $647,096 
TOTAL   $767,416 
 

INCOME 
Stewardship  $330,031 
Building Debt  $  84,542 
Other   $388,550 
TOTAL   $803,123 
 

BALANCE            $    35,707 
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ALL LADIES  

OF  

SANDY 
HOOK 

CHURCH 
You are invited to 

join the United 
Methodist Women 

for their  
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     Turning Point Item of the Month 
is money to donate for rental 
expenses. Just bring 2 dozen cookies 
to exchange and an empty container 
for your cookies to take home. 
Refreshments will be provided so 
you won’t eat up all of those 
delicious cookies! Everyone is 
welcome to join in this time of 
special fellowship. 
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Rehearsal Schedule 
November 26 No practice 
December 3 7-8 pm 
December 10 7-8:30 pm 
December 17 7-8:30 pm 
December 24 7:30 pm to warm-up 

��������	
�The Mystery and 
The Majesty 

Dear Sandy Hook United Methodist: 
 

 Your generous donations to 
Love Chapel are greatly appreciated 
and needed.  With your loyal support, 
we are accomplishing so much.  We 
share the warmth of your love and 
caring as we help others in our 
community.   
 As you know, money 
donated to Love Chapel is used to 
fulf il l  our mission: to help 
Bartholomew County families in 
need.  Once a moth these families 
may “shop” in a guided, self-service 
pantry.  They also may be helped 
with rent, utilities, or overnight 
shelter.  Your donation helps to make 
these services possible.   
 As the outreach of the 
E c u m e n i c a l  A s s e m b l y  o f 
Bartholomew County Churches, we:  
�� serve an average of 700 

households a month with food 
assistance. 

�� Provide $5000-$7000 a week in 
financial assistance for utilities, 

rent and other. 
�� Help the homeless single 

population through shelter 
(long-term and short-term) and 
Case Management 

�� See a steady increase in those 
needing financial assistance. 

�� Are supported by the faith 
community as well as the 
community at large.  We do not 
receive government funds and 
are not a United Way Agency. 

�� Are a volunteer driven ministry 
with over 130 volunteers a 
month that provide help with all 
aspects of the outreach. 

 
 Thank you for helping this 
ministry provide a Christian 
response to our community’s social 
needs.  We welcome and need your 
prayers, support, and visits. 
 

Sincerely, 
Elizabeth N. Kestler 
Executive Director Love Chapel 

Thanks to all of you who donated 
brownie mixes for the Love Chapel 
Holiday Assistance.  It’s predicted 
that 1700 households will participate 
in this extra food distribution as a 
“gift from the community.” 
 

Merry Christmas! And thanks again! 
Ted Unrue 

Thanks to everyone who donated, 
prepared and/or served food or 
helped in any way for the Retired 
Teachers’ Association luncheons this 
year.  There were so many 
compliments about the delicious 
meals! 
Here’s wishing you and yours a very 

Merry Christmas! 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Patty Unrue 
Bartholomew County  

Retired Teachers’ President 

Thank you from Susie Wallace, my 
neighbor.  She is very grateful and 
wants to thank you all for the prayers 
for her back surgery and recovery.  
Everything went very well. 

- Evie Samson 

1st Annual  
Bone Marrow 

Drive 
An organizational meeting, Sunday 
December 6, 2009 at 10:00 am in the 
Little Lambs Office, is open to 
anyone who has compassion in their 
heart to serve others.  We will use 
our ideas to shape what this drive 
will become.  The drive will help 
anyone in the world that needs a bone 
marrow transplant.  Jesus teaches us 
to help others whenever we can.  This 
is an opportunity to pass on God’s 
love.  For more information, there are 
brochures at the Welcome Center in 
the lobby or call Duane Hilycord at 
375-9980. 

PRACTICE SCHEDULE 
November 29 No practice 
December 6 5:30-6:15 pm 
December 13 5:30-6:15 pm 
December 20 5:30 pm  
     Dress Rehearsal 
December 23 Emergency practice 
     if needed 
December 24 4:30 pm  
(children should be in the choir 
room with costumes on by 4:30 pm 
to warm-up) 

Coffee for the Troops 
Camp Atterbury will have a major surge of soldiers in the November - March 
time frame.  One of the items they are always in need of is coffee.  If you 
would like to help, please put your donations of large cans of coffee, cartons 
of individual serving size sugar and artificial sweeteners and creamers in the 
tote by the sign-up board.   

Questions?  See Jim Porter 372-1358 
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Thank you to 
those   who helped put the 

November Broadcaster to-
gether and have stuffed bulletins 

for Sunday Services. Bev Porter, 
Cheryl Stroud, Joyce Hekel, and 
Vera Bean. 
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12/6 8:45 -   Harden Family 
      11:00 -   Susan Sublette & 

 Rosie Critzer 
 

12/13 8:45 -  Joyce Hekel &  
  Patty Nichalson 
      11:00 -    Randy & Karla Eudy 
 

12/20  8:45 -  Bob, Connie & Catie 
 Miller 

         11:00 -  Kenny & Susie 
 Hodnett 

 

12/27 8:45 -  Tim & Deana Tuell 
      11:00 -    Jon & Lora Coles 
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12/6  8:45 -   Rick Bush 
       Wendel Hauck 
       Tim Tuell 
  Ted Unrue              
12/13   8:45 -  Ron Albert 
  Bob Miller 
  Paul Kahlenbeck 
  Mike Wilkerson           
12/20  8:45 -  Mike Carter 
  Mark Fear 
  Bob Plumm  
  Jay Porter                  
12/27   8:45 -  John Dilts 
  Duane Hilycord 
  Jim Kistler 
  Tom Lutes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Silver Oaks 
2011 Chappa Street 
Columbus, IN  47201 
     - Loretta Baker 
     - Adella Barkes 
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A Huge Thank-You to all 
those “gardeners” who 
have given so generously 
of their time, energy and 
resources this Fall, in helping to beautify our 
Church grounds.  We are especially grateful 
to Bush’s Market for the Fall Bounty 
surrounding the church sign and to Lenord 
Sheldon who donated and delivered 
numerous loads of ground-cover mulch.  

Dear Sandy Hook Church, 
 

     One of the most fulfilling 
elements of the Pregnancy Care 
Center ministry is the missionary 
aspect of what we do.  Because so 
many come to us who either have 
no concept of God or of Jesus 
Christ — or are perhaps even 
running from a relationship with 
Christ — each day brings with it 
great opportunities.   
     In many ways our centers serve 
as mission outposts right here in 
south-central Indiana!  We have the 
privilege of providing practical 

assistance as well as the timeless 
truths of life as we share the hope of 
the gospel message.   
     Thank you for joining us in this 
work.  You are a true partner in 
everything that takes place here — 
where lives are being changed for 
eternity.   
     Thank you for dedicating part of 
the proceeds of the Chicken & 
Noodle Dinner to this work.  Your 
church is a blessing to this ministry! 
 

In Christ, 
Tim Bond 

Pregnancy Care Center 

2010 OFFERING ENVELOPES 
Your 2010 offering envelopes will be placed in your church mailboxes 
after December 15th.  If you do not have a mailbox and wish to receive 
envelopes or you have children that you would like to have envelopes,  
please contact the church office at church@sandyhook.org  

Thanks to the rest of the 
team who worked and 
donated plants — 
Marcia Albert, Dean 

Bush, Marty Crafton, Rosie Critzer, 
Eileen Dehnke, Marion Marshall, 
Connie Miller, Jay Porter, Rosie 
Stam and Dawan Bush.   

Come Spring, we welcome anyone 
who would like to help!! 
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Sun Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri Sat 

  1 
2 Corinthians 

11-13 

2 
Galatians 1-3 

3 
Galatians 4-6 

4 
Ephesians 1-4 

5 
 Ephesians 5-6 
Philippians 1 

6 
Philippians 2-4 

7 
Colossians 1-3 

8 
Colossians 4 
1 Thess 1-3 

9 
1 Thess 4-5 
2 Thess 1 

10 
2 Thess 2-3 
1 Timothy 1  

11 
1 Timothy 2-4 

12 
1 Timothy 5-6 
2 Timothy 1-2 

13 
2 Timothy 3-4 

Titus 1 

14 
Titus 2-3 

Philemon 1 

15 
Hebrews 1-3 

16 
Hebrews 4-7 

17 
Hebrews 8-10 

18 
Hebrews 11-13 

19 
James 1-3 

20 
James 4-5 
1 Peter 1-2 

21 
1 Peter 3-5 

22 
2 Peter 1-3 

23 
1 John 1-3 

24 
1 John 4-5 
2 John 1 
3 John 1 

25 
Jude 1 

Revelation 1-2 

26 
Revelation 3-5 

27 
 Revelation 6-8 

28 
Revelation 9-12 

29 
Revelation 13-15 

30 
Revelation 16-18 

31 
Revelation  

19-22 

  

Present:  Ted Unrue, Carol Raney, 
Margaret King, Cheryl Stroud, Trena 
Carter, Mark Fear, Chad Russell, 
Susan Flynn, Helen Ahlemeyer, Ron 
Dehnke, Mindy Smith, Bill Reid, 
Ann Reid, Jim Rupp, Nancy Low, 
Lynda Graham, Jason Hyer, Karla 
Eudy. Council was opened with 
prayer by Chad.  Minutes were 
approved as written. 
 

Little Lambs/Pre-School:  Mindy 
submitted a written report to council.  
Due to Little Lambs profits for 2009, 
the advisory board wil l be 
considering a gift to the church of 
approximately $10,000 in December.  
Miss Lauren resigned her position as 
preschool assistant.  Applications are 
being accepted in-house as well as 
from the community to fill the 
position beginning in January.  Miss 
Stacey is assisting Miss Jenni for the 
remainder of this semester.  The next 
scheduled Advisory Board meeting is 
December 2nd at 7:00 pm. 
 

Youth Ministries:  Chad reported 
that the Transformed program has 
finished.  They had 50 plus students 
and parents in attendance.  The next 
event is Acquire the Fire, March 13-
14, at Muncie.  He also said that his 
youth group is younger than in the 
previous years showing that it is 
growing. 
 

Worship Team:  
Planning for the upcoming Hanging 
of the Greens is underway.  Jason and 
Jennifer Hyer have volunteered to 
oversee the event.  Jason reported to 
council that a couple of new activities 
are being planned.  He also asked if 
there were any monies that could be 
used to purchase some new 
decorating supplies in addition to the 
ones that we currently use.  Ann 
thought there were monies available.  

Church Council Minutes   November 10, 2009 
There will also be a pitch-in the 
night of the event.   
- Folgers will be delivering 
poinsettias this year.  Cost is $16.  
An order form is available in the 
bulletin.   
- Margaret King said that they are 
still in need of 3 more people for 
the casting of the Children’s 
Christmas Pageant. 
 

Outreach:  PumpkinFest, Tailgate 
Treats and the Bev Coleman 
Memorial Pumpkinfest 5K Run/
Walk were a success.  More than 50 
runners participated in the race this 
year.  Around a thousand children 
came trick or treating at Tailgate 
Treats. 
 

Service:  Bill Reid reported that a 
group of volunteers had recently 
repaired a roof for someone that 
was in need. 
 

United Methodist Women: Helen 
said that this month’s collection for 
Turning Point is body lotion.  The 
annual Cookie Exchange is coming 
up in December at the home of Lisa 
Lutes. 
 

Human Resources:  Bill reported 
that they had recently met on 
November 2nd.  They discussed 
staff evaluations, reviewed salaries, 
and elected the HR chair for next 
year.  Adam Schefee has agreed to 
chair for 2010. 
 

Trustees:  Ted said that the trustees 
had given Cowan’s Lawn Care for 
this winter’s snow removal.  Cowan 
was our snow removal provider last 
winter. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Ann 
presented a written report to 
council.  She reminded council that 
the negative monthly balance for 
October was due to a 3 pay period 

month. A stewardship update was 
given to council.  We are waiting for 
more pledge cards to come back for 
the final tally. 
 

New Business:   
Ron Dehnke is currently serving on a 
Vision Committee with 11 others.  
Pastor Steve had asked Ron to form 
this committee of those over 60 to 
see what their ideas are for the 
direction God is asking of Sandy 
Hook. The committee is looking into 
the following:  current membership 
trends and demographics, what is 
essential in worship and possible 
improvements that could be made, 
what makes us look attractive to the 
community, how we are perceived by 
the  pub l i c ,  more  ou t reach 
possibilities 
 -  Jim Rupp had DVD’s from the 
Leadership Conference that he and a 
few others attended in Kansas City.  
These presentations would be good to 
spark ideas to consider in God’s plan 
for Sandy Hook. Council discussed 
the possibility of showing these on 
Friday evenings with a dinner as well 
or possibly on Sunday evenings after 
the holidays.  
- The evangelism training on 
November 17th will be taped for any 
who would like to see it.  
- Preliminary discussions for the 
upcoming 2010 Budget were led by 
treasurer Ann Reid.  She presented 
the first version, rough draft, to 
council.  Some questions were asked.  
If anyone has any further questions/
concerns they are to contact her.  We 
will finalize and vote on the budget at 
next month’s meeting.   

Chad closed the meeting with prayer. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Karla Eudy 
Council Secretary 
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