
Greetings in Jesus’ name, 
 

 Can you feel the excitement?  Is there a sense of expectation 
deep in your soul?  Are you tuning up spiritually for Advent?  I’m not 
talking about all the Christmas rush and business.  Nor am I referring 
to all the good things that push into our lives this time of year.  We 
will all enjoy the traditions and celebrations, laughing with family and 
friends, great food and fellowship.  We will decorate and celebrate.  
We will enjoy fantastic music that inspires and lifts our spirits.  Gifts 
will be exchanged.  Some sharing will take place.  Occasionally deep 
emotions will be shared.  Memories will push their way into our 
consciousness.  Maybe the business of the season can be pushed aside 
for a while.  Maybe we will rest long enough for the deeper meaning 
spiritual stuff to break in.  If we are really lucky, time will be taken for 
the smallest, rarely considered things. 
 After all, Advent season is a special gift given by God to mark 
our lives.  It calls to us individually and as the family of God to pay 
attention to the righteously important things.  The rest of the stuff of 
the season pales in the awesome light shed around the coming to earth 
of the Christ child.  It was that way the first time to shepherds and 
magi.  It offers to be so for us each time.  We control the recognition 
of God’s work for us, the excitement of discovery and celebration of 
His plan, and what happens to us in the depth of our souls.  Will we 
bow down in recognition and worship?  Will we be filled up with and 
drawn closer by the Spirit?  Will we stand, eyes bright with tears of 
joy, once again in awe of God’s love for us? 
 I call you now to celebrate this Advent time in newness of 
understanding and life.  Take the time you need.  Reflect on what God 
has done in your life.  List your reasons for being who and where you 
are.  Stand close again to the Christ child, the tangible evidence of 
God’s plan for you.  Soak up the Word for you.  Bask in the blessings.  
Renew your faith and belief system.  Do so from an emotional and 
spiritual basis.  When you have been filled to overflowing, flow over 
on somebody.  Be relational.  Be an enthusiastic friend.  Smile with 
the love of Christ a lot.  Make your time count because you know it is 
short.  Bring someone to see you worship the Child. 
  My hope and prayer for you right now is that you will 
understand enough to intentionally walk right into the presence of the 
Christ Child.  May you find His presence in the sanctuary and on the 
street, with the youngest and the oldest, on the Angel Tree and in the 
soup line, and wherever two or three are gathered with knowing smiles 
and tears of joy.  May you find the peace of the season. 
 

In the service of the Child, 
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Loving, Serving and Proclaiming In Christ’s Name! 

Pastor’s Message 
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 Philippians 2:19-30 
Luke 2:1-20 
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The BROADCASTER is a publication of Sandy Hook United Methodist Church, 1610 Taylor 
Road, Columbus, IN 47203-3901  PHONE:  812-372-8495   FAX:  812-373-0242   
E-MAIL:  shumc@hotmail.com   
Editor: Susan Flynn, slkflynn@hotmail.com 
Pastor: Steve Russell   srussell102@hotmail.com 
 
 

The BROADCASTER  is published monthly to keep members and friends informed of programs of 
the church and to report news about Sandy Hook's people.  
Deadline for copy is the 20th of each month.  Deadline for November and December is the 14th.  
Copy received after the deadline will appear in the next month's publication.   

Volume 36, Issue 12 

SUMMARY FOR  
END OF OCTOBER ‘08 

 

BUILDING DEBT      $526,018 
 

EXPENSES 
YTD Debt Interest      $  23,487 
YTD Debt Principal    $  85,963 
All Other Expenses     $373,046 
TOTAL   $482,496 
 

INCOME 
Stewardship  $312,163 
Building Debt  $  89,043 
Other   $  59,666 
TOTAL   $460,872 
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ALL LADIES OF  
SANDY HOOK CHURCH 
You are invited to join the United 

Methodist Women for their  
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     Turning Point Item of the Month 
is money to donate for rental 
expenses. Just bring 2 dozen cookies 
to exchange and an empty container 
for your cookies to take home. 
Refreshments will be provided so 
you won’t eat up all of those 
delicious cookies! Everyone is 
welcome to join in this time of 
special fellowship. 

FREE GIFT  
WRAPPING  

EVENT 
 
 
 

Sunday, Dec. 7 
2 to 6 pm 

 

Elder Beerman Court  
Fair Oaks Mall 

 

Come be a part of this exciting op-
portunity to love, serve and proclaim!  
We will wrap gifts for free to show 
God’s amazing love is free to every-
one!  Sign up sheet is on the bulletin 
board.  Questions? Call Susie Hod-
nett or Carla Meek. 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
SUNDAY 

DECEMBER 7 
 

BOTH SERVICES 
 

PITCH-IN DINNER 
IMMEDIATELY 
FOLLOWING  

SECOND SERVICE 
Please bring 2 dishes to share 
and come make new friends! 

 

The 8:45 service will celebrate 
the Christmas season with spe-

cial music and drama.  The 
11:00 service will have a pro-

gram provided by Little Lambs 
Child Care. 

HELP FOR 
FAMILIES AT 
CHRISTMAS 

     Every year we adopt families at 
Christmastime to buy presents and 
necessities for them.  This year we 
have the children of four families for 
our Christmas tree.  One family with 
five children is a flood casualty.  One 
family with two children, and two 
families with one child each.  All 
families have working parents who 
are struggling for assorted reasons.   

     If you would like to help, please 
take an ornament off the wall in the 
hallway and purchase the item 
described.  Or you can give money to 
help them with their utilities this 
winter. Bring back the unwrapped 
item and leave it in the tote by 
DECEMBER 15th so everything can 
be wrapped and delivered to the 
families the week before Christmas. 

Thank you for being a blessing, 

— Carla Meek & Shelley McAlister 

PITCH - IN DINNER 
5:00 PM 

HANGING OF  
THE GREENS 

6:00 PM 
 SUNDAY, NOV. 30 

Sunday, November 30th is the first 
Sunday of Advent.  We traditionally 
hold our annual Hanging of the 
Greens on this Sunday, when we 
decorate the church for the Christmas 
season.  Meet in Fellowship Hall at 5 
pm for a pitch-in dinner and immedi-
ately following dinner we will move 
to the sanctuary and have a short 
worship service and help the children 
decorate the Christmas tree.  Please 
bring two covered dishes to share. 
Drinks and table service will be pro-
vided. 
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To the Sandy Hook Church: 
 

     Thank you for the opportunities 
and the joy you have afforded me in 
the last 35 years as Organist and 
Choir Director. I simply can’t fathom 
35 years and I’m proud that I have 
been able to serve one church for that 
length of time. I retired from Indiana 
University and a completely different 
profession three plus years ago, a 
year later than I planned, because I 
loved my job until the day I retired. I 
had planned to step down then at 
Sandy Hook at that time, but I was 
having too much fun.  Now it is time 
to relinquish responsibilities. I was 
told by other retirees that I would 
know when, and this is right for 
me. You have a fine new organist 
who will bring new ideas and new 
approaches. That’s good. 
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     On Sunday, December 28th, we 
will be recognizing and celebrating 
the retirement of our organist/choir 
director, John Simpson.  
     This celebration will be held 
during the Sunday School hour at 
10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall.       
     There will not be Sunday School 
that day so that everyone can join us 
in celebrating with John and 
recognizing him for 35 years of 
service here at Sandy Hook Church. 
 

 — Human Resources Team  

     In leaving I want to tell you that 
I am specifically grateful for so 
many things I have found at Sandy 
Hook: 
 

1. I am grateful because so many 
of the people of the church are 
indescr ibably wonderful , 
positive and  encouraging. I felt 
that this was a special church 
when I started. I still do. 

2. The choir members are 
incredible and gratitude is not 
strong enough a word. Imagine 
dedicated people who have 
served and worked as 
volunteers to the church for 35 
years. Some have served in the 
choir even longer (over 50 
years for the longest). That 
means a commitment to be 
there every week for rehearsal 
and every Sunday morning. 
That is dedication and it’s not 
always fun! 

3. I appreciate the leadership of 
those who keep the church 
working, from AV Team to 
trustees, the administrators, 
custodians, committee chairs, 
committee members and 
ministers who have helped me 
and helped me to become better 
at my work. 

4. It may surprise you that I am 
grateful for the twice weekly 
d r i v e  t o  a n d  f r o m 

Bloomington. State Road 46 is a 
beautiful ride early on a Sunday 
morning before most of the world 
wakes, whether it is the early 
predawn of a bitter midwinter 
morn or in the warm sunshine of 
summer. This of course leaves 
out a few things – like the day of 
the slow, memorable sideways 
slide down the ice coated big hill 
outside of Nashville, the surprise 
360 degree turn around on ice 
one winter’s morn, the crawling 
20 mph rides when I couldn’t see 
through the snow, and the 
bruised and damaged deer who I, 
literally, “met” . 

5. I’m grateful for both the 
commitment and the investment 
you made a decade ago in the 
facilities of the church and the 
i n s t r u m e n t s  i n  t h e 
sanctuary. Earlier, you had a 
“toaster” (my word for most 
e l e c t r o n i c  o r g a n s )  t h a t 
whined. Now you have an 
instrument that can whisper or 
shout God’s glory in the most 
eloquent of sounds. You have a 
real piano and it is outstanding. 
You should be proud. 

 

     In closing, please know that the 
church and those who are part of it 
will be in my thoughts and prayers as 
you search for ways to bring God’s 
love to the people of Columbus and 
the world beyond. 

Sincerely,  
John Simpson 

     We spent most 
of the month 
w o r k i n g  o n 
preparing for our 
T h a n k s g i v i n g 
Feas t .   The 
Seahorse/Dolphin class dresses as 
Indians and sang songs about Indians.  
The Turtles dressed as turkeys and 
sang songs about turkeys.  We 
finished our program by praising God 
and each child told what they thank 
God for.  The children did a 
wonderful job.  We ended the 
evening with a pitch-in meal.  Thank 
you to everyone who helped make 
the night so special. 

     Upcoming projects for the month 
of December include:  “Cash for 
Caring.”  We collect cash/coins to 

help make a 
needy family’s 
C h r i s t m a s 
special.  We also 
p u t  u p  a 
Teacher’s Tree of 
Wishes to help 

with supplies and items for the 
preschool.  Both are a good way to 
show the children how to give back 
to the community and help others. 

     Thank you for your continued 
suppor t  of  the preschool .  
Remember “Jesus is the Reason for 
the Season.” 

Christy Ayres, Director/Teacher 
Sandy Hook Preschool 

“God is Good, All the Time; All the 
Time, God is Good.” 

SUBMERGE VOLUNTEERS 
     We are currently looking for volunteers to donate snacks and drinks for 
Submerge Youth Fellowship on Sunday nights. We usually have about 30 
teens each week.  Snacks can be brought to church on Sunday mornings and 
left in the kitchen. Please contact Jen Gaskey at 378-0989 or 
jennifer.gaskey@att.net if you would be willing to provide snacks on a 
Sunday evening.     
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12/7  9:30 -  John & Flo Dilts  
       11:00 -  John Simpson &  
 Charley Placke 
 

12/14  8:45 - Evelyn Coles & 
Ginny Kendall   

         11:00 - Jim & Stacey Rupp 
 

12/21  8:45 - Tim & Deana Tuell 
         11:00 - Julie & Josh Knight 
 

12/28 8:45-  Patty Nichalson & 
 Joyce Hekel 
         11:00 - Joe & Carla Meek 
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12/7   9:30 -   Rick Bush 
       Wendel Hauck 
       Don Sublette 
       Tim Tuell 
       11:00 -  Ted Unrue 
         Carol Raney 
  Fred King 
  Evan Guse 
 

12/14   8:45 -  Ron Albert 
  Bob Drake 
  Paul Kahlenbeck 
  Mike Wilkerson 
         11:00 -  Larry Cox 
  David Foley 
  Kenny Hodnett 
  Doug Sharp 
 

12/21  8:45 -  Mike Carter 
  Mark Fear 
  Bob Plumm  
  Jay Porter 
         11:00 - Dale Guse 
  Jon Coles 
  Jim Stier         
12/28   8:45 -  John Dilts 
  Duane Hilycord 
  Jim Kistler 
  Tom Lutes 
         11:00 -  Randy Eudy 
  Josh Knight 
  Rosie Critzer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Four Seasons Health Center 
1901 Taylor Road 
Columbus, IN  47203 
     - Doneta Barkhimer 

Thank you to 
those   who 
helped put 

the November 
Broadcaster 

together and have stuffed 
bulletins for Sunday Services 

and volunteered in the office. Bev 
Porter, Cheryl Stroud, Joyce Hekel. 
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Sandy Hook Family, 
     You might have called, dropped 
food by the house, sent a card with 
loving thoughts, come by to see us at 
the funeral home, sent a card to 
console our hearts or said a most 
needed prayer for God to watch over 
us.  Whatever you did to help us 
through, we thank you so very much. 
     Rodney, our son, brother, and 
friend, we miss so very much, but we 
know that he is with our Lord 
watching over us. 
    Thank you, 
 Robert, Gretchen, Bryan 
    and Allison Drake  

Dear Sandy Hook Church, 
     We just wanted to thank you again 
for all of the help you gave our 
family after the flood. 
     We are very appreciative and 
grateful for the $500.00 gift card 
from Lowes. 
     Thank you to Bill Reid, Jim Rupp 
and Bob Gibson for helping us move 
back home on October 20. 
     You are truly a great group of 
people! 
 The Deiwert Family 
 Theresa, Sheila, Jerry 

2009  
OFFERING 

ENVELOPES 
�

Your 2009 offering envelopes will 
be placed in your mailboxes after 
December 15th. 

Bev Coleman 
Adella Barkes 
Lynn Lowery 

Bev Porter 
Enid Roberts 
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Church Council Minutes 
November 11, 2008 
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Sun Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri Sat 

 1 
2 Corinthians 

11-13 

2 
Galatians 

1-3 

3 
Galatians 4-6 
Ephesians 1 

4 
Ephesians 2-4 

5 
Ephesians 5-6 
Philippians 1 

6 
Philippians 2-4 

7 
Colossians  

1-4 

8 
1 Thessalonians 

1-3 

9 
1 Thessalonians  

4-5 
2 Thessalonians 1 

10 
2 Thessalonians 

2-3 
1 Timothy 1 

11 
1 Timothy 

2-5 

12 
1 Timothy 6 

2 Timothy 1-2 

13 
2 Timothy 3-4 

Titus 1 

14 
Titus 2-3 

Philemon 1 

15 
Hebrews 1-4 

16 
Hebrews 5-7 

17 
Hebrews 8-10 

18 
Hebrews 11-13 

19 
James 1-4 

20 
James 5 

1 Peter 1-2 

21 
1 Peter 3-5 

22 
2 Peter 1-3 

23 
1 John 1-4 

24 
1 John 5 
2 John 1 
3 John 1 

25 
Jude 1 

Revelations 1-2 

26 
Revelations 

3-5 

27 
Revelations 

6-9 

28 
Revelations 

10-12 

29 
Revelations 

13-15 

30 
Revelations 

16-18 

31 
Revelations 

19-22 
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Present:  Nancy Low, Steve Russell, 
Chad Russell, Susie Hodnett, Trena 
Carter, Gordon Meek, Nancy Waller, 
Ted Unrue, Mark Fear, Carla Meek, 
Matt Meek, Susan Flynn, Karla 
Eudy, Bill Reid, Cheryl Stroud, Ann 
Reid 
 

Last month’s minutes were approved 
by council.   
 

Trustees – Ted Unrue reported that 
Cowan Lawn Care had selected to 
take care of snow removal for the 
church.  He was also happy to report 
that all of the stumps have been 
removed from trees that had been cut 
down earlier. 
 

Outreach  -  Carla Meek reminded 
council of the gift wrapping service 
that we provide for the community on 
December 7th from 2:00-6:00 at Fair 
Oaks Mall. 
 

Little Lambs  -  Susie Hodnett 
reported that Little Lambs would 
have a rate increase beginning 
January 1 due to insurance now being 
provided for the workers.  There is 
also some discussion among the 
Little Lambs and Preschool board 
members on the possibility of 
combining the 2 director positions of 
the pre-school and daycare.  More 
info should come later. 
 

Youth Ministries  -  Chad said that 
reservations have been made for next 
year’s inner city mission trip.  Five 

chaperones have also been secured 
for the trip. 
 

Human Resources – Jane Gorbett 
sent word that a reception is being 
planned for John Simpson on 
December 28th between services.  
Bill Reid has been named chair of 
HR for 2009. 
 

Treasurer’s Report  -  Matt Meek 
provided council with the second 
revision of the proposed budget for 
‘09. After a great deal of discussion 
and input from many who attended 
the ‘09 budget was approved by 
council with 1 abstention.  Several 
of the council members thanked 
Matt for his hard work on such a 
difficult task. 
 

New Business: 
Pastor Steve reported to council the 
need for two delegates for Annual 
Conference coming up in June in 
Muncie, IN.  If anyone is interested 
they need to speak to him as soon 
as possible.  He also reported that 
Sunday School attendance has 
increased dramatically as well as 
attendance in both services. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Karla Eudy 

Council Secretary 

Sandy Hook Church, 
      Thank you to everyone who 
expressed sympathy, kind words, 
kept the family in your prayers, 
visited Betty during her extended 
illness, etc… 
    A special thanks to the women 
who provided food for the family 
including Dee Black, Elgie 
Campbell, Evelyn Coles, Ginny 
Kendall, Bev Porter, Lisa Lutes, Evie 
Samson, Patty Nichalson, Flo Dilts 
and Joyce Hekel.   
     A special thank you to Joyce for 
staying at the funeral home and 
making sure there was food 
available.  Our family is blessed by 
the Sandy Hook congregation. 
 

— Kevin and Cindy Hotz and family 

Thanks to all of the Trustees for an 
outstanding year of improvements to 
the Sandy Hook Church building and 
grounds. Your dedication is 
appreciated by all. 

— From many church members 
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